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The Earth Shall Be Full of the Knowledge of the Lord as the Waters Cover the Sea. —Is a. xi. 9.
"Sat ne trust in chariots and some in horses; but we will remember the name of the Lord our God."- -Psa .
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The H i g h e r Life.
Lord let deepest crucifixion be my lot
Till naught remains of self that ought to
die;
Let hottest furnaces burn off each spot
Till self and sin are gone eternally.
All self and sin effaced, I pray thee give
T h e fullness of the life of Christ to me.
T h a t he his perfect life in me may live
And make me one with him eternally.

For it was of the Lord to harden
their hearts that should come against
Israel in battle that he might destroy
them utterly" (Josh xi. 20).
It is a strange statement that attacks of the enemy are of the Lord.
The coming against us of the powers
of evil is of him. He has arranged it
for a wise and beneficent purpose to
do us good and to destroy them. Let
it sink down deep in our hearts, beloved, and it will solve many a problem. It was of the Lord that they
came against Israel to battle. God
sent those thirty-one kings against.
Joshua and they are types of the evil
powers of darkness that come so often
against us. They came to be destroyed It was the best possible
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thing that could have happened to
Israel.
The same voice can be heard in
Matthew, "Jesus was led up of the
Spirit into the wilderness to be
tempted of the devil." God let him be
tempted.
Peter expresses the same
thought when he says, "The trial of
your faith being more precious than
that of gold." It is not the faith but
the trial of it that is precious to God.
He looks over the battlements of heaven and rejoices in the conflict. There
is no doubt about the truth of these
great principles.
The Lord orders
our difficulties, temptations, sicknesses
and sorrows, to the end that every one
may be taken away by the power of
Jesus' name. This should wonderfully
strengthen our faith while in the
midst of them. Why was the man
whom Jesus healed born blind?. The
Bible says "That the works of God
should be manifest in him." It happened through God's permission in
order that Christ should remove the
difficulty.
Do not let us, then, ask why God
does not put an end to our troubles,
but rather let us inquire what does he
mean by them and how can we get
the very thing he intends by their
coming ? It is very clear his intention
is that the difficulties are to be put
out of the way and it is to be done in
his own way. There is no other possible way of getting rid of them than
by bringing them to the feet of Jesus.
We may fight the evil things as much
as we please, but their power will
never be broken until we see that God
alone is able to do it, and until we
hand them over to him and refuse to
take from him anything less than complete deliverance.
No matter what
your trouble is Jesus can ride over it
as a conqueror. It is his delight to
thus glorify God and show to the
world what he is able to do.
This is as true for physical weakness as for any other trouble. It is
true for what seem to be unfavorable
circumstances and things that look
like obstacles and hindrances. Paul
thought he was hindered at Bithynia,
but that hindrance was the gateway

XX.

7-

NO. I P .

to Europe. The very trouble brought
the blessing. The Lord said he should
see Rome and the mob in Judea shut
him straightway up in prison in Caesarea, but that prison house was the
gateway to Rome.
The thing that
seemed to be utter failure was the only
thing that brought full victory. Hidden away, beloved, in the bosom of
your biggest difficulty is the sweetest
blessing of your life.
In ever) child of God there is more
or less apathy and indolence. It is
so easy to get satisfied with the victories already obtained and to be so
glad over the spiritual blessings already received, that we are willing to
rest quiet for. awhile and take less
than God really has for us. Sometimes
he has to put an earthquake under us
and compel us to take hold of him in
real faith or break down before we
will rise up to fully meet him. Thus
he hardens, ripens and toughens us
and makes us good soldiers of Jesus
Christ.—Selected by Annie Eshelman.
Deliverance from sin means the
transformation of life, the awakening
or renewal of holy purpose, the control of pure, high, noble motive. The
Scriptures express the fact felicitously
when they speak of the converted
person as a new man. He seems so
himself. He appears so to others.
Life takes on a new and brighter aspect. He makes a fresh beginning and
goes forth in a new spirit along the
path of daily duty, which, however
familiar, has become new all at once in
its appearance, its opportunities and
its responsibilities. He feels that he
never before understood aright what
it means to be one of God's children
and active in God's world. Deliverance from sin has not placed him
where sin cannot assail him, but has
given him such additional power of
resistance and victory that he no
longer feels helpless before it.—Congregationalist.
For if any be a hearer of the word
arid not a doer, he ' like unto a man
beholding his natural face in a glass:
For he beholdeth himself, and goeth
his way, and straightway forgetteth
what manner of man he was.
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sessor of it the blessing of perfect
"love. He then handed me the Bible,
"and asked me to as clearly as that de"fine it by the word, and point out the
"authority for it step by step. The
"consequence was, I went down; I
"could not do it, and he went away
"the victor.
"I had the theory of it, as you will
"see; but when it came to furnishing
"the proof by the word it was another
"thing."
This writer thinks what is needed
is "good doctrinal articles on holiness, setting it forth according to the
teachings of the word of God and
pointing out the proof by chapter and
verse." No doubt this writer had
gone through the experience of that
which he had learned so well in
theory, and was no doubt able to
demonstrate it practically in his life,
and yet when he is called on to define
it by the word, and point out the authority for it "step by step" he is signally defeated.

No doubt there would be many
ready to undertake what this writer
A few weeks ago we noticed in one failed to do, causing his defeat, but it
of our exchanges that a correspondent is a subject that has been much disdeplored the lack of articles on holi- cussed pro and con by interpreters of
ness in its pages. The editor inti- the Bible and so far no agreement has
mated that the correspondent failed been reached and very good, spiritual
to read correctly the matter in the people are ranged in hostile camps inpaper, since really the advocacy of so far as the teaching on this experiholiness, sanctification, is a prominent ence is concerned.
feature of the paper. Now comes
So far as we have observed not one
another correspondent and under the of the advocates of the "second work"
Proving I t By the Word.
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May we not understand from what
Paul says, I. Thess. i. 1-3, that he regards the Thessalonian believers as
being sanctified? They were "in God
the Father and the Lord Jesus
Christ." There was the "work of
faith" in which they "turned to God
from idols:" there was the "labor of
love" in which they "serve a living and
true God:" and there was the "patience of hope" in which they "wait
for his Son." Yet, in cha. iv. 3, he
says they need sanctification. What
we mean to say by this is that in a
sense these Christians were sanctified
when they received Christ, when they
were born again, "born of God"-—see
John i. 13—, and in another sense
they needed yet to. be sanctified—
needed to be sanctified wholly through
and through, chap. v. 23. This same
can be said of others of the churches
to whom Paul writes, and so the way
is open for endless controversy, and
in which there is often absent the very
essential spirit of brotherhood in
Christ, namely, love.

Shall we then discourage the discussion of this and other like important subjects? Certainly not, if it be
carried on in the spirit of love and in
a sweet temper. Stagnation is not to
be desired. Agitation is needed to
prevent stagnation. Church bosses
ought to be relegated into oblivion as
well as the political boss. Christ enthroned in the heart of each individual member of the church is the
best
preventative of the church driftcaption
of " L E T
THERE B £
MORE
teaching has done, satisfactorily and ing into worldliness, and pride, and
L I G H T / ' gives us a
difficulty into in a clear-cut ivay, what this writer is
lust for riches and power. The real
which he got as follows:
sure can be done, but failed to do him- "Christian endeavor" is giving dili"I think that the most of you will self. There is always some confusing gence to keep the unity of the Spirit
'agree with me that there is not a of texts, and wresting of the Scrip- in .the bonds of peace." (Eph. iv. 3.)
'dearth of soul-food in the pages of tures. We say this with all due re- Jesus Christ is the Prince of Peace
'said paper, so much as a lack of doc- spect to the sincerity, honesty, and (Isa. ix. 6) ; he is our Peace (Eph.
'trinal writing on sanctification or excellent Christian character of those ii. 14); he made Peace by the blood
'holiness. I think that all will agree who advocate that side of the con- of the cross (Col. i. 20). The Apostle
'that there is not a lack of writing troversy.
says to the Galatian brethren, "Walk
'on the theory and practice of it.
On the other hand we find the same by the Spirit and ye shall not fulfill
'And our preachers and evangelists failure to make a clear-cut demon- the lust of the flesh." "Eor freedom
'have taught it until we are able from stration on the side of the advocates did Christ set us free: stand fast
'that standpoint to define it satisfac- of the "one work" sanctification therefore, and be not entangled again
'torily. But how many of us could theory. Sometimes when this ques- in a yoke of bondage." (Gal. v. I.
'take the Bible and by it clearly and tion was threshed out by different R. V.)
'logically demonstrate it, step by step, brethren in the VISITOR, the editor
'according to the word of God?
was reminded how when several
Our readers have become acquaint'Some time ago, in a discussion gentlemen disputed about the color of ed, to some extent, with the movement
'with a man who rejected the doctrine the chameleon, whose color it is said of population to Western Canada
'of sanctification, the writer was ask- changes with the color of the different through what has appeared in these
'ed by him to define it. I at once pro- objects on which it may be resting. columns in the recent past. In the
ceeded to do so from a theoretical One said its color was black, another last letter of the brethren Baker who
'standpoint, stating that it was a said it was green, the other just as returned from their trip of investiga'second definite work of grace in the confidently affirmed it to be gray, and tion, they spoke of many getting ready
'heart, received by faith subsequent so on. When the dispute became to g o ; some they met by the way as
'to conversion, etc., and that its effect quite hot the creature itself, it is said, they journeyed homeward. Among
'was to remove the carnal nature got a voice and said to the disputants, those who were then preparing to go
'from the heart, and to give the pos- "Ye all are wrong and all are right." without delay was brother Percy, son
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of brother Isaac Baker. H e then
started out accompanied by Charles
Baker, youngest son of Elder Charles
Baker. Some distance from Sudbury
there was a collision, two trains running into each other, wrecking the
forward part of the trains, killing
eleven or twelve and wounding many
more. A m o n g the killed was brother
Percy. Charles escaped unhurt, leaving front end of the car just before the crash came. T h u s is there a
saddening element interjected
into
this movement in behalf of which the
Nottawa Brethren are much concerned. H o w it will effect the movement
remains to be seen; but it seems every
great movement and work demands
its toll of human life. W e join the
bereaved family in its sorrow in sympathy, suffering with them, and praying that God himself may be their
solace and comfort. H o w comforting to know that he was a Christian!
W h a t a call to all the dear y o u n g men
to "seek first t h e kingdom of God."
T h e editor will likely be away on
his visit to Canada when this issue is
mailed to its patrons. W e expect to
attend the love feast at Markham,
September 22, and on o u r return take
in the Black Creek love feast. W e
will likely be back at our desk early in
the week following Sunday, October
7. I n the meanwhile our friends can
send in all the renewals possible, and
also make special efforts to secure a
good list of new subscribers, on the
basis of fifteen months for one dollar—from now to the end of 1907 for
one year's pay. W e are glad that
some a r e m a k i n g efforts to secure new
subscribers. F r o m Des Moines, la.,
^there came five new names with prospects for more^ and from Ridgway,
Ont., one has been added. W e hope
for many more. May God bless those
who make the effort to secure new
names to our list.
Brother J. O. Lehman and wife,
missionaries at Johannesburg, T r a n s vaal, South Africa, arrived here on a
visit to the homeland September 16.
They have gone to Franklin county to
brother Lehman's parents and other
relatives. They will possibly remain
about a year.
W e have a letter from brother and
sister Zook, dated September 15, stating that sister Zook is improving
slowly, but brother Zook's condition
is not much improved. T h e y expected to start homeward on the 20th, and
rest in Winnipeg, Man., over Sunday,
September 23, and then come on to
Des Moines, la., where they will be a t
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home with their daughter and son-inlaw. Very reluctantly do they leave
the field as there were many open
doors. May they speedily be restored
again to further usefulness in the service of the Master.
W e still receive some communications for the VISITOR without the
name of the writer accompanying t h e
same. W e have before this stated
that it is against the rules of the publishing committee to print these
anonymous articles. T h e name need
not, and will not, be printed if it is
requested, but should be given to the
editor as a sign of good faith.

DOCTRINE OF SANCTIFICATION AS AN INSTANTANEOUS AND A PROGRESSIVE WORK, INVOLVING THE PERSONALITY AND NATURE.

We are free to say that this book is
worthy of a place in every minister's library.
The author treats his themes exhaustively
and there is evidence of deep research. If
you will send us your orders we will be
pleased to send you the book. The price is
—Cloth, 50 cents; paper, 25 cents.
Have You Been Born Again P

"Verily, verily, I say unto you, e x cept a man be born again, he cannot
see the kingdom of God." ( J o h n iii. 3.)
All those who would dwell with the
Lord must be twice born. N o other
shall ever see the kingdom of heaven,
much less get into it. " Y e must be
born again." A r e you sure you have
been born again? A change of life is
Brother D. L. Gish, whose P . O. not the new birth. T o pass and keep
address was Stevensville, Ont., is new resolutions is no evidence of havnow changed to Mulgrave, O n t . ing been born again. Y o u may ^ o
Friends please note the change.
forward, in a revival meeting, have
great physical and mental manifestaBooks Received.
tions and yet not be born of the Spirit.
'•'The Holy Spirit Grieved," is a neat little You may join churches, attend prayerbooklet of 68 pages written bv Rev. Geo. meetings, and testify, sing praises, and
Sigler, of Harrisburg, Pa., a minister of the
Churches of God. The author believes that be most earnest in all forms of so-callthe reason that so little is being accom: ed church work and yet not be born
plished in actual soul-saving in the present
time is because the Holy Spirit has been from above.
grieved; that the one great need of to-day
You may give all your goods to
is that the condition of Holy Spirit control
and direction in Christian activity be re- feed the poor and yet not be born
stored, that that which is the cause of him
being grieved be removed so that he may again. Y o u may give your body to
again assume command in the church and be burned at the stake for your religion
lead on its hosts to victory. The table of
contents which we give herewith will give without being born into the kingdom
our readers an idea of the scope of the book. of God.
The reading will be found to be both interT h e new birth, is the birth of God.
esting and instructive. It can be had by.
addressing "The Central Book Store," Har- It is Christ's entrance into mortal
risburg, Pa.
bodies, to thus live, his life again on
TABLE OF CONTENTS.
the earth.
I. The Christian Dispensation is Under
It is the gift of God, and can be obthe Supervision of the Holy Spirit.
tained
only by faith and forsaking all
II. Human Agencies and Efforts Are
Effective Only as the Holy Spirit Uses that we have or ever expect to be.
Them.
"Whosoever is born of God doth
III. The Purpose, or End, of the Mission of the Holy Spirit in the World.
not commit s i n ; for his seed remainIV. How the Holy Spirit Carries on His
eth in h i m : and he cannot sin, beWork in the World.
V. Primitive Christianity Was Attended cause he is born of God.
by Marked Manifestations of the Holy
In this the children of God are
Spirit.
VI. Primitive Christianity was Remark- manifested and the children of the
ably Successful.
VII. The Type of Religion Exhibted devil." ( I . J o h n iii. 9-10.)
Under the Manifestation of the Holy Snirit.
' F o r whosoever is born of God
VIII. Modern Christianity is not as Sucovercometh the world." ( I . J o h n v. 4.)
cessful as Primitive.
IX. Why Does the Holy Spirit Not
" W e know that whosoever is born
Manifest Himself Now as in Primitive
of God sinneth not." ( I . J o h n v. 18.)
Times?
X. It is the Duty and Privilege of the
Church at the Beginning of the Twentieth
H e did not stand on the shore and
Century to be Filled With the Holy Spirit.
wait
till people floated u p to him on
XL How the Church May Now be Filled
With the Holy Spirit.
the flood tide of prosperity; he himself
swam out after them as they floated
"The Philosophic Basis of Ordinances, down from him on the ebb tide of adand The Bible Doctrine of S'anctification," is
another book recently issued from the Cen- versity. H e came to seek and to save
tral Book Store, Harrisburg, Pa. Dr. that which was lost. N o breaker of
C. H. Forney, editor of The Church Advobruised reeds was o u r k i n g ; n o d e cate is the author.
_ In Part I., the author discusses the ques- spiser of storm-shaken souls; no
tion of the ordinances of the church. As
crusher of stumbling h e a r t s ; no
the tit leindicates he goes to the root of
the question. The burden of this discus- trampler on prostrate characters.—
sion is principally to "BRING AN INDIRECT,
Geo. Dana Boardman.
BUT CONCLUSIVE, PROOF THAT THE W A S H ING OF THE SAINTS' FEET, AS WELL AS BAPTISM AND THE COMMUNION, IS AN ORDINANCE OP DIVINE APPOINTMENT."

Part II. is a discussion of T H E BIBLE

T h e only wealth which will not decay is knowledge.—Langford.
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;

Get W i s d o m . "

" T h e principal thing is wisdom,"
So wrote the wise man of old,
For knowledge and understanding
Are more to be sought than gold.
H e had learned for himself the lesson,
That man is at best but blind,
And that he who follows his own device
A meed of remorse shall find.
" T h e principal thing is wisdom,"
W e say and we backward look
O'er the blots and blurs and failures
That mar life's open book.
For we see that our sorest troubles
Are due to imperfect sight,
For we thought that bane was blessing,
And imagined wrong was right.
" T h e principal thing is wisdom"—
Not that which men can impart,
But the blessed, heavenly wisdom
That comes to the trusting heart.
It will help us to shun the dangers
That threaten our souls with loss;
T o know with perfect vision
T h e gold from the worthless dross.

I

S U B J E C T — T H E CHURCH.

(Conclusion.)
III.

THE

MISSION

OE

THE

CHURCH.

The commission that Christ gave to
the Apostles outlines it. Matthew
gives it thus: "Go ye therefore, and
teach all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you."
Mark gives it in language as follows:
"Go ye into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature. He that
believeth and is baptized shall be
saved; but he that believeth not shall
be damned."
1. The obligation to proclaim the
gospel to the world is here laid on
the church. Hence the church must
arm itself with a gospel ministry,
with qualifications, physical, intellectual and spiritual; men that are approved, rightly dividing the word of
truth, bringing forth treasures new
and old.
2. It is the duty of the church to
provide the initiatory rite of baptism.
3. Teach the church, (a) Doctrine, (b) Godly living.
4. The equipments the Apostle
gives thus: "And he gave some,
apostles; and some, prophets; and
some, evangelists; and some pastors
and teachers; for the perfecting of
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the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of
Christ (Eph. iv. 11, 12). The church
should indoctrinate its members, so
that they are able to give a reason of
the hope that is in them (I. Peter iii.
15). Without a godly life there can
be no religion.
5. Administer the rites put in the
church—the bread and cup emblems
of the Lord's body—washing' the
saints' feet.
6. The ordination of ministers,
deacons, and other church officials.
7. Make provision for dependent
members.
8. Provide for the solemnization
of Christian marriages.
9. Bury the dead.
IV.

"If any man lacketh this wisdom"—
Oh, list to his gracious word,
Surely more needed promise
W a s never by mortals heard—
Let him come to the Father freely,
Whatever may be his lot,
And God he will give him wisdom,
For he gives and upbraideth not.
—M. M. B., in T h e Lookout.
• » •
A Sermon.

VISITOR.

THE

CHARACTERISTICS

OE

THE CHURCH.

The Apostle Peter defines these
graphically thus: "But ye are a
chosen generation, a royal priesthood,
an holy nation, a peculiar people;
that ye should show forth the praises
of him who has called you out of
darkness into his marvelous light" (I.
Peter ii. 9). We have here four
characteristics of the church.
1. A Chosen Generation. We
have already shown that God had a
people on earth from the beginning,
though at times the flock was very
small. But they were an elect or
chosen race or generation.
Moses
says to the people he led: "Only the
Lord had a delight in thy fathers to
love them, and he chose their seed
after them, even you above all people
as it is this day." (Deut. x. 15.)
Peter has already said, "Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father." (I. Peter i. 2.)
2. A Royal priesthood—a kingly
priesthood. God said unto his people
of old, "Ye shall be to me a kingdom
of priests." (Ex. xix. 6.) John says
in his messages to the seven churches
in Asia, "Unto him that loved us, and
washed us from our sins in his own
blood, and made us priests and kings
unto God and his Father; to him be
glory and dominion forever and ever.
Amen."
3. A holy nation, set apart for
God's service. The Savior said in his
high priestly prayer, "For their sakes
I sanctify myself, that they also
might be sanctified through the
truth." (John xvii. 19.) Cleansed
from the power and pollution of sin.
4. A peculiar people. This phrase
has been variously rendered in different versions of the scriptures. "A
people for a possession," "A people

for God's own possession," and "A
people for a purpose." The peculiarity consists in being God's possession
for a purpose of his own. That means
a people in harmony with God and
who look like it. "Ye are bought with
a price; therefore glorify God in your
body; and in your spirit, which are
God's." (I. Cor. vi. 20.) The purchase price was his own blood. (Acts
xx. 28.) The church is here described as a generation or race; a priesthood, a nation or people, with their
expressed characteristics. They "show
forth the praises of him who has called you out of darkness into his
marvelous light." They are new
creatures, born again. The new birth
includes justification by faith (Rom.
v. 1), sanctification (I. Cor. i. 2).
These imply deliverance from the
guilt, the power and pollution of sin.
Another characteristic
of
the
church is its life. Paul says: "I am
crucified with Christ: nevertheless I
live; yet not I, but Christ liveth in
me; and the life that I now live in
the flesh I live by the faith of the Son
of God, who loved me and gave himself for me." (Gal. ii. 20.) "For ye
are dead, and your life is hid with
Christ in God." (Col. iii. 3.) It is a
life of prayer, of obedience and service. It is also a life of humility and
uprightness.
The church, as "well as all things
material, must have a form. If however form becomes the chief characteristic, it becomes a formal church.
If it is determined by its principles it
is a safeguard. This is true of the
mode of worship, the mode of dress
and the mode of living generally. In
the Jewish Church the form was prescribed by the all-wise God. The
whole Jewish economy was calculated
to isolate the Jewish people from the
heathen nations surrounding them
and to keep them a separate people.
Their history shows how wise that
precaution was. Is it not equally essential in the Christian church? Paul
says, "Be not conformed to this world,
but be ye transformed by the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove
what is that good and acceptable and
perfect will of God." (Rom. xii. 2.)
We notice that this transformation is
effected by the renewing of the mind.
Nonconformity follows as a sequence,
and "proving what is that good and
acceptable and perfect will of God"
is a means. We read in the General
Epistle of James, "Ye adulterers and
adulteresses, know ye not that the
friendship of the world is enmity
against God? Whosoever therefore
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will be a friend of the world is the
enemy of God." (James iv. 4.)
"Therefore pride compasseth them as
a chain." (Psa. xii. 6.) What a
galling chain this is. Again, "For all
that is in the world, the- lust of the
flesh, and the lust of the eyes, and the
pride of life, is not of the Father, but
is of the world." (I. John ii. 16.)
"Yea, all of you be subject one to another, and be clothed with humility:
for God resisteth the proud, and
giveth grace to the humble." (I.
Peter v. 5.) Whose adorning let it
not be that outward adorning of
plaiting the hair, and of wearing of
gold, or of putting on of apparel."
(I. Peter iii. 3.) These passages are
direct and specific.
V.

ITS

DESTINY

OR

FUTURE

GRANDEUR AND GLORY.

The church triumphant is in heaven.
It is the church militant victorious.
It gained the victory over all its enemies. It triumphed over" every obstacle. It obtained the crown of unfading glory. It is basking in its joys
at God's right hand. It is singing its
song of triumph of full redemption.
"Eye has not seen nor ear heard;
neither have entered into the heart of
man, the things which God has prepared for them that love him." (I.
Cor. ii. 9.) Paul says further, "But
God has revealed them unto us by his
Spirit." They had a foretaste of it,
that was heaven below. "And there
came unto me one of the seven angels
which had the seven vials full of the
seven last plagues, and talked with
me, saying come hither, I will show
thee the bride the Lamb's wife (the
church). And he carried me away
in the Spirit to a great and high
mountain, and showed me that great
city, the holy Jerusalem, descending
out of heaven from God, having the
glory of God and her light was like
unto a stone most precious, even like
a jasper stone clear as crystal; And
had a wall great and high, and had
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve
angels and names written thereon,
which are the names of the twelve
tribes of the children of Israel." (Rev.
xxi. 9-12.) "And the building of the
wall of it was of Jasper: and the city
was of pure gold, like unto clear
glass, (v. 18.) And the foundations
of the wall of the city were garnished
with all manner of precious stones."
(v. 19.) "And I saw no temple
therein: for the Lord God almighty
and the Lamb are the temple of it.
And the city had no need of the sun,
neither of the moon to shine in it:
for the glory of God did lighten it
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and the Lamb is the light thereof."
(v. 22, 23.) There is rest in heaven,
my weary brother or sister. Take
courage; you are nearing heaven with
every breath.
"There is a calm for those who weep:
A rest for weary pilgrims found."
"There I shall bathe my weary soul
In seas of heavenly rest;
And not a wave of trouble roll
Across my peaceful breast."

The Psalmist says, "In thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right
hand there are pleasures for evermore." (Psa. xvi. 11.) There are no
tears in heaven. The Lord God
wiped them all away. The song of
redemption is sung in the major key.
The plaintive notes sung in the minor
key outside of Eden under the curse
are not sung by the church triumphant. Heaven is a safe place; no
temptations, trials, sickness or death
to assail the redeemed.
"Jerusalem, my happy home,
O, how I long for thee!
When will my sorrows have an end ?
Thy joys when shall I see?
"Thy gardens and thy pleasant greens
My study long have been;
Such sparkling light by human sight.
H a s never yet been seen."
"There is another and a better world."
—-Kotzebue.
W.
For

the

O. BAKER.
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" Crucifixion."

Gethsemane's
dark night, 'the
garden anguish and recoil, naturally
precedes the sacrifice on the cross. No
anguish, no soul-sorrow and pain,
means no cross-bearing, no crucifixion, no crown. The very law of preservation, implanted in our human
make-up, instinctively revolts at the
narrow way which leads to Calvary;
this revulsion, this sorrow of soul is
inseparably connected with crossbearing, but no sorrow was ever so
intense, no cross was ever so heavy
as that which our Savior bore.
To lie on a sick bed, to feel the icy
hand of death touching our brow,
while sorrowing friends gather round
waiting our departure, seems natural,
seems according to Nature's law. The
very fact that we are thus brought to
death's door, even if it be in a lonely
garden-hour, inclines us to believe
that our life's work is completed, that
it is God's will that we should set our
house in order, that the hour has arrived for our departure, "that we
should die and not live." The cross
has been carried bravely hitherto, in
spite of many a heart sickening experience, in which flesh and blood cries
out in agony, and when, if it had not

been for the grace of God, we would
have gone under. But now at the
sound of death's threatening waves,
the cross drops from our nerveless
hands and we resign ourselves to the
inevitable, regardless of the fact that
our life-work is -unfinished, the final
object of our cross bearing has not
been consummated, the cross has not
borne the bearer; this natural death
we accept too often as unquestionably
from God. But to die on our cross
if need be, to hear the jeers of a sneering world, to fight and strive and pray
through every obstacle, to even get
the victory over this easier death itself, in order that we may reach our
Calvary, in order that our cross may
carry us, that our sacrifice may be
completed, seems so unnatural, so
contrary to Nature's law and to God's
will, that we shrink from it, our spirit
faints within us, no prayer goes up
that God's declared and highest will
shall be accomplished, and thus we
have defeat in the garden, instead of
filling up, if necessary, the sufferings
of Christ and having victory on the
cross. As the soul is torn and rent by
many a bitter pang, as it receives stab
after stab from the hands of both
friends and enemies, as it struggles on
misunderstood and isolated, how
heart-sick it often becomes, and yet
the will of the spirit often controls
and brings each fainting member of
both soul and body into obedience to
its will. And yet these heart-aches
and these soul-pangs tell even upon
our physical nature, and death seems
to be upon us—not a death on the
cross, but a death in the garden. How
liable we are to give up the fight, to
embrace the garden death as a friend
and to regard the other death on the
cross, as the bitter cup, the one from
which we are to pray that it may pass
away from us if possible—the garden
death is embraced, but Calvary's
death is shrunk from. Jesus however
reversed all this; his physical powers
gave way under the heavy burden he
was bearing; the Adversary who had
the power of death, made a last bold
onslought to defeat Jesus from drinking the cup of Calvary. The hand
of death was closing upon Jesus. His
faith in the willingness of God to permit him to die in the sinner's stead on
Calvary's cross was being tested, but
as he wrestled and prayed in that
garden, agony of both soul and body,
victory, glorious victory came, and
threatening death departed. He embraced the cross, he reached his Calvary, he overcame every obstacle,
even death itself and at last the cross
bore the bearer, and then on that cross
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he fulfilled his promises, and his
Father's will by laying down his life
for a world's redemption.
Jesus took upon himself our humanity, and the human elements that
were in our Lord, shuddered and revolted as it were, as the sombre
shadows of the cross thickened around
his narrow pathway.
It would be
contrary to the very nature he took
upon himself if it were not so; that
law of nature instinctively guards
our life, so that even the despairing,
hopeless suicide has to trample upon
the finer instincts of his nature, as he
rushes madly on to fill an untimely
grave. Our soul shrinks and our body
revolts from everything that causes
pain, and yet how often, even in the
trivial affairs of life, does the will of
our spirit overcome the natural
shrinking and fainting of the flesh,
and we go forward delighting to do
our duty, although even in the pursuing our way to final victory, both
body and soul are bruised and
wounded by many a bitter cup.
Our Savior knew from the veryfirst, that he was destined by a
Father's will to lay down his life on
the cross; he knew when he came into
this world, that God had even prepared him a body for that very purpose; before he left his Father's
home, before he had taken up his cross
in heaven, he had counted the cost,
and had set out with the full intention
of fulfilling that will. To his enemies
for whom he was prepared to die, to
the seeking Nicodemus, to his faithful followers he told over and over
again, that he was to be lifted up on
this cross, that men should not perish
but have life, and be drawn to him.
Even to his Father he declared the
same purpose of fulfilling his high
calling;—how emphatic the declaration, "Lo, I come to do thy will, O
God," and Paul declares by the which
will we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Christ once
for all.
He who was our living example,
never wavered for one moment in the
thus doing the known will of the
Father, nor did he once lose sight of
the one object which he must manifest
.to a dying race, before his life's work
was complete, and without which
manifestation his mission would be a
fearful, a dismal failure. The bleeding Lamb, the cross of Calvary, the
suffering Son of God must be manifested, before a sin-cursed world
could draw nigh to God. From that
high mission his spirit never faltered,
and that spirit controlled both his soul
and body. His will was to do a
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Father's will under all circumstances,
and that will dominated over the recoil of both the body and the soul life,
as they were brought into anguish and
suffering through walking the rugged way to Calvary—a walk from
which both soul and body would naturally shrink as contrary to the God
implanted instinct of self-preservation
from this unnatural and shameful
death; shameful to the soul, and
cruelly unnatural to the body. Yes,
Jesus went steadily forward to Calvary, surmounting every obstacle,
walking in perfect harmony with
God's will, and yet that body was
to be marred and tortured, and his
soul was grieved and wounded, he was
truly "the Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief."
No wonder
that the shadows of the cross should
cause our Savior sorrow, even that
deathly sorrow which he calls "unto
death."
When this death sorrow came, when
the heart was breaking, and the physical life was but feebly pulsating to
death's call, and death itself was making quick strides to the sufferer, then
it was, when the soul was about taking its flight with its high mission not
completed, then it was that Jesus was
saved from death "in that he feared;"
then it was that he cried out, "Let this
cup pass," this cup of agony and suffering, this cup of deadly sorrow, of
premature death, this cup which
stands between him and the death on
the cross, which is to redeem a lost
world and for which he came into the
world to accomplish. Let this hour
pass, let not this cup, this cup which
is now being pressed to my lips, be
given me to drink, remove this obstacle, this hindrance which has come
across my onward path to glory so
suddenly, "Nevertheless thy will not
mine be done;" if it be thy will, this
bitter agony, this garden-hour, this
lonely death, this removing the cross
out of my life, "thy will not mine be
done." In that hour, although Jesus
was thus "sorrowful unto death"
(and in saying this he uttered no extravagance ; he meant exactly what he
said, as he always does), although the
death agony was upon him and the
death-angel was truly hovering over
him in that midnight hour, although
his heart was breaking with its awful
load; and death was ready to rob him
of the supreme object for which he
came unto the world, yet his spirit
claimed and received deliverance. It
was then, in the days of his. flesh,
when he had "offered up prayers and
supplications with strong crying and
tears unto him that was able to save
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him from death, and was heard in
that he feared, although he were a
Son yet learned he obedience by the
things which he suffered, and having
been made perfect, he became the
Author of eternal salvation unto all
them that obey him." Praise his dear
name. Yes, Jesus, being in an agony,
prayed yet the more earnestly, and his
Father heard him, and he had -the
petition answered, and the victory
came, and he went out of the garden
with the last obstacle removed from
completing his life's work. Through
all eternity redeemed sinners can now
praise a Father's love, who did not
withhold his own Son from the cross,
but gave him to die the accursed death
on the cross, in the sinner's place, the
Just for the Unjust to bring us to
God.
Have you never experienced in
some slight degree, this soul-sorrow
that Jesus went through in that dark
hour, "when he who had the power of
death, that- is. the devil," sought to
destroy our Savior, and so prevent
him from offering himself a living
sacrifice, holy and acceptable unto his
Father.
The cross bearing of our
Savior dated at least from the time
that he came into the world to do a
Father's will; the visible cross was
but a clearer manifestation to our
poor earthly eyes, of the spiritual
cross he was carrying, and which was
weighing him down, as he battled with
the awful powers of darkness and
fought his way through his Gethsemane and through his walk to Calvary, onward to his glory throne.
Dear reader, have you taken up
your cross, and has Gethsemane come
into your life ? In the strength of the
Lord, have you gone forward to do a
Father's will ? Has he given you some
high duty to accomplish, and with a
complete renunciation of self, have
you abandoned yourself to his call,
and gone forward determinedly with
unfaltering spirit, whilst your very
soul and body seem to be breaking
down under the strain? Has that
sinking and breaking gone on until
there comes an hour when flesh and
blood give way, physical collapse is
upon you, defeat and death strangelynear? You take a look into the next
hour and you see that your life's
work, your God-given task is unaccomplished, you see death's icy hand
arresting your progress toward the
goal, that goal which you fondly
hoped to win in spite of all obstacles.
If you have thus gone through this
hour of threatening defeat, then you
can understand in some slight measure it may be, what it meant to Jesus
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when he kneeled and prayed "Father,
if thou be willing, remove this cup
from me; nevertheless not my will
but thine be done." Praise God, a
prayer like that ever reached a
Father's ear, and there came direct
from the court of heaven, where no.
death nor sickness reigns, direct from
a loving Father, an angel, a minister
of grace who strengthened him so that
with renewed vigor, in spite of agony,
yes, rather because he was in an
agony, and because of the renewed
strength he prayed the more earnestly
and as the bloody sweat fell in great
drops to the ground, and as he wrestled in prayer, he who had the power
of death departed a defeated Adversary, whilst the ministering spirit
maybe carried the news home of another victory for the Son of God.
How many there are who, when
some insurmountable obstacle seems
about to prevent the accomplishment
of what is believed to be God's declared will, are ready to give up the
cross-bearing, are ready to seek relief from the heat of the battle-strife
by welcoming even death himself as
sent from God, and as a happy release
from the agony of their soul and
body. But, dear comrades, as we are
passing through the fire let us take
courage, for Jesus prayed more earnestly, being in his agony. Let us take
example from our Savior, and when
obstacles, yes, even when the death
angel would bar our path to our Calvary, even as he did to Abraham, to
Hezekiah, to our Savior, let us too
pray the more earnestly, until we are
fully satisfied that God's will is being
truly accomplished in us.
"Pray that ye enter not into temptation," was Jesus' exhortation to his
sleeping followers, and the flesh is still
so weak that in spite of the willingness of our spirits, we are all too apt
in our sorrows to lose heart, to give
up the struggle, to fall asleep, to court
sleep, even the sleep of death. Oh
the deceitfulness of sin, how often it
comes to us as a messenger of light.
To him that knoweth to do good and
•doeth it not, to him it is sin. It is a
good thing to successfully complete
•our life's work; it is a good thing to
be able to say, "I have finished the
work which thou gavest me to do;"
it is a good thing to pray instead of
to faint, to pray until all obstacles are
removed, to pray until God's will is
clearly manifested, to pray until faith
claims the victory and the highest will
of God is accomplished in us, so that
we can say, "It is finished" and he can
say "Well done, thou good and faith-
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ful servant, enter thou into the joy
of your Lord."
Dear reader, the article which I
have written is the result of my own
personal experience, and is written
with the hope that it may help some
other fainting soul. I have been going through my Gethsemane for three
years or over, I have been undergoing
a very heavy strain; frequently it has
seemed as if my life and my life's
work was ended, the very powers of
darkness seemed to be hovering over
my path, until Nature itself almost
gave way. During the last few weeks
victory has come, a victory in my. own
soul, so that, although my circumstances are unchanged, I am bearing
my cross with renewed vigor, and
whilst bearing, the dear Lord is giving me witnessing powers for him, in
places where I little dreamed he could
use me.
Oh, for trust that brings the triumph,
When defeat seems strangely near;
Oh, for faith that changes fighting
Into- victory's ringing cheer:
Faith triumphant, knowing not defeat
or fear.
A. McG.
For
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Tk« TJn.'happy Christian.

That there are many goes without
saying. That they should be happy
is apparent from the teachings of
Jesus in the following: See Matt,
xi. 28-30; John xv. 11; xvi. 24; xvii.
13; I. John i. 4; and many others. If
one will take a concordance or a good
subject index and attempt to study all
the passages speaking of joy and happiness he will find that the book is
full of it. And yet we repeat that it
is a well known fact that many unhappy Christians are constantly being
met. Indeed, we meet them so commonly that we cease to think of it.
Why? Let us point out briefly four
reasons. Others may suggest themselves, but when these are remedied
there will come on a smile that will
not soon come off.
1. Let we mention first, dragging
the cross. Now I do not mean that
beautiful gilded thing people have
transformed the cross into, nor do I
mean that literally we carry a cross
through the streets as is sometimes
done in Roman Catholic countries, but
I do mean that when we come to
duties and occasions that cross our
will we haggle and pout and do reluctantly and half-heartedly that
which we do.
Such service makes
unhappy Christians, whether it is giving money or time, whether taking
from our lives or adding thereto,

whatever it is, let the service be
hearty, wholly given, without reserve
and let it be entered into as if we
meant it with all our might, and, instead of feeling like complaining and
often not only feeling like it, but doing it, things will be very different.
Don't drag the cross. When we sing
Jesus I my cross have taken,
All to leave and follow thee;
Naked, poor, despised, forsaken,
Thou from hence my all shalt be.
we do not expect to take it literally,
but let us really take it and bear it
joyfully and manfully for Jesus, and
lo, it will become bejeweled in our
hands, and what seems an awful load
will become a shining ornament.
2. The second cause for unhappiness among Christians that I want to
mention is disobedience. Does the
message of the old Prophet Samuel
to King Saul startle us when he says,
"Behold to obey is better than sacrifice, and to harken than the fat of
rams. For rebellion is the sin of
witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry" (I. Sam. xv. 22,
23 ? Yet there are many living in
just that relation to their God. Many
have stumbled at baptism, right at the
door of the Christian church.
All
sorts of
subterfuges have been
adopted until it is actually so that the
great mass of nominal Christianity
actually believe that their subterfuges
are Scriptural. Many are led of God
to consecration of their lives to service, who simply disobey. This service may be a life calling or simply
a larger measure of their lives in th,eir
present calling. Oh, if Christians
would obey God up to the light they
have, how changed their lives, how
changed the history of the church,
how changed the world would be! It
is simply startling when we think of
it. There would be plenty of money
for home and foreign work, souls
would be saved, lives regenerated,
God honored, Satan dethroned, the
coming of the Lord would be ushered
in and this sin-cursed earth redeemed
for the glory of our God, while the
individual Christian that is now in
the dumps and in the dark with little
or no joy, would live in the sunshine
with a smile that had its springs in
heaven.
3. The third cause for joyless
Christians we would mention is clinging to sin.. When the Holy Spirit,
through the preaching of the word,
through reading or prayer, or in any
way makes it clear to a child of God
that anything they are now doing,
any habit they now indulge in, any
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associations or company or affiliations
they now hold are wrong, perhaps
not sin, per se, but weights, hindering
their spiritual growth and service,
then for that child of God to cling to
those things and refuse to let the Holy
Spirit take them out of their lives, to
come out, to be separated, to be clean,
then that becomes sin and they are
clinging to sin and of course are unhappy. We all admire that beautiful
picture illustrating the Rock of Ages,
where the drowning young woman is
clinging to the cross. But do you
know that if we really could see things
as God sees them, see them just as
they are, many of us are really clinging to that monster, sin, that sin which
has caused so much sorrow and suffering in the world.
Perhaps it
would be a divided clinging. With
one hand we are desperately clinging
to the cross, and with the other to
this monster. It is a delusion. The
two are diametrically opposites. They
are apart and can never be brought
together. We are making it hard for
ourselves trying and trying to do the
impossible, meanwhile making of ourselves a spectacle to men and angels.
Now you would not let go of faith.
No you know better than that. Oh,
your faith is weak, so very weak, but
yet how you do cling to it as a drowning man and you do well to do so,
but just let go of sin. You have said
I cannot get rid of sin. I cannot quit
this habit. Oh, I know. I have been
there too. Listen. Here is God's
recipe for your case. You will find
it in Ephes. iv. 31: "Let all bitterness
and wrath, and anger, and clamor,
and railing be put away from you
with all malice." A good many
things are mentioned there.
Your
specific trouble may possibly not be
included in any of those mentioned,
but whether it is or not, this is God's
way. Just let go. Let them be put
away from you. Let him have right
of way and the sin over which you
were so powerless before will loose its
power. You are no match for it, but
he is. Just let go and somehow, faith
to which you cling will lift you clear
out above its reach and you will know
a new joy.
4. Let me mention just one thing
more. For most of us we have already found some at least of our
trouble. This last thing, however, is
absolutely necessary. Without it we
cannot abide in happiness even if we
cleared all the other three away. We
are too cold. Why? We are living
too far away from the sunlight of
God's presence and fellowship. In
winter, when it is cold we build a fire
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and then we do not try to heat the
town, or the county, but we shut up
the heat in one room or in one house
at best, and sometimes then find it
necessary to huddle up close to the
heater. The same is true in the
spiritual world. We must abide in
the fellowship of the Holy Spirit.
This cannot be apart from much time
spent each day in communion through
the word of God and through prayer.
The secret closet is the place of
warmth. Fellowship brings joy and
power.
Now in closing, just a practical
word. It is this: Your happiness
as a Christian conies from within. It
positively does not depend upon your
environment. We sometimes think
and sometimes we think it out loud
that we could be happy if
and
then we mention some condition in
the family, or the neighbors, or in the
church. Mistaken. Now, I fear it
will hurt you if I say this. We do not
like to be told that we are mistaken.
We do not like to have the wrong
laid at our door, we want to lay it at
some other door. No, I must tell you
it is within you. I am quite sure that
in one of these four things you will
find the trouble. I do not know what
it is. You probably do. If you do
not the Holy Spirit will tell you. Begin at once. If there is any doubt begin at the fourth.
Draw near in
prayer and in fellowship with the
word; sin will then manifest itself if
it is there, and in the warmth of the
fellowship of prayer and the word
it will thaw loose and you will find
it easy to let go, while the duties you
have shirked and the cross you have
dragged will look very different under the sunshine of God's presence
and, your life may be all sunshine.
If our lovee Were but more simple,
We should take him at his word,
And our lives would be ,all sunshine,
In the sweetness of his word."
A. Z. MYERS.

Some preachers do not take any too
much trouble—especially in the conversion of souls and real revivals. But
there is one thing, if some over-anxious and over-worked pastors and
evangelists would only find out, it
would substitute saving faith for overwork.
"Whose heart the Lord
opened, that she attended unto the
things which were spoken of Paul."
Of all virtues magnanimity is the
rarest; there are a. hundred persons of
merit for one who willingly acknowledges it in another.—Hazlitt.
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What Is Faith ?
In Hebrews we read: "Now faith
is the substance of things hoped for,
the evidence of things not seen" (Heb.
xi. 1).
"But without faith it is impossible
to please him: for he that cometh to
God must believe that he is, and that
he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him" (Heb. xi. 6).
Also in Romans we read: "Abraham believed God, and it was counted
to him for righteousness." Compare
Gen. xv. 6; I. John v. 14, 15; Mark
xi. 24.
Such Scriptures as the above are
often made use of'by those who instruct seekers for pardon or for sanctification, but they are very often misapplied by man and sometimes by the
devil himself. The teaching that we
have in view is that which is based
upon the above and similar Scriptures;
and sometimes not upon any Scrip.tures; but the teaching is derived of
such Scriptures to urge and get seeking souls to claim (some say by faith)
or testify to regeneration or sanctification (whatever they may be seeking for), without having a consciousness or experience in their soul that
God has done the work to which they
testify. Many people call it faith to
testify to salvation, sanctification, or
healing without having had the witness from heaven or change in the
heart previous to their testifying to
the experience which they claim. But
according to the teaching of the
Scriptures we do not make the language too strong when we say that
such testimonies are religious lies
(Col. iii. 9), and we who give them
must repent of them and confess them
before we can truly prosper in our
souls. Our heavenly Father and
Jesus Christ our Lord never in any
age, whether past or present, taught
his people to testify of having in possession anything unless they realized
it for themselves that the work was
done. There is a vast difference between believing for something or testifying of possessing something. We
may and shall believe for all the promises of the Bible, for they are ours by
faith if we walk with God; but we
cannot honestly claim to possess in
our heart the things of God's word,
unless we have the realization and experience in our soul that God has done
the work. If we overstep these boundaries we are on unscriptural ground,
for Paul says, "If the truth of God
has more abounded through my lie
unto his glory; why yet am I also
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judged as a sinner?*' (See Rom. iii.
5-7). Read Gen. xv. 6, and find if
you can where Abraham spoke of
having the promised son before the
promised son was born, neither can
we truthfully testify to possess a
promised experience unless it has
been born in our heart to our knowledge.
Let us consider Heb. xi. 1. This
Scripture the devil gave me once (for
he also quotes Scripture), in a forcible manner, but as a result I got sidetracked. Most assuredly, without defining "faith," believing God is the
simplest definition of the Bible for
"faith;" believing God regardless as
to what man says. Faith is both the
substance and evidence of things not
seen. If we never would have had
believed that God will save us, we
would never have repented and confessed so that the Lord could save
us; but "faith" was our evidence that
God can and will save us, therefore,
we took God's way, believed God and
he saved us, then faith becomes a
reality, and those of us who are sanctified wholly know it to be a blessed
and glorious reality; also we who are
Christ's and look to him, have received from the Lord "faith" for the
evidence of the resurrection of our
bodies, the reigning with Christ on
the earth, and of being forever with
the Lord, which things also will become a reality when God will have
them fulfilled in us. But how foolish
and unscriptural it would be for «s
to say, we. are resurrected, we are
reigning with Christ on the earth, or
we are with the Lord. No more right
have we to testify of having in possession an experience unless God
wrought it in our soul to our knowledge.

Mulgrave,

D. L. GISH.

Ont.

Prayer is the key to open the day,
and the bolt to shut in the night. But
as the clouds drop the early dew and
the evening dew upon the grass, yet it
.would not spring and grow green by
that constant and double falling of the
dew, unless some great shower at certain seasons did supply the rest; so
the customary devotion of prayer twice
a day is the falling of the early and
latter dew. But if you will increase
and flourish in works of grace, empty
the great clouds sometimes, and let
them fall in a full shower of prayer.
Choose out seasons, when prayer shall
overflow like Jordan in time of harvest.—Bishop Taylor.
Oh, joy! when he comes we shall
see him and be near him!

VISITOR.

Benefits Derrred From Exercise of True
Humility and Sacrifice.
(Concluded from last issue.)
But this brings us to another phase
of the tobacco question. How about
the man that raises tobacco that he
may have more dollars to pay off the
debt on his farm. Or perhaps wants
more dollars to buy more farms to lay
up more earthly treasures for his dear
children, more dollars that he may be
up-to-date in all the conveniences and
luxuries of the present fast age. But
brother, stop and think a moment.
The amount of money you receive for
your raw material is very much less
than that paid out for the manufactured goods. Cigars, tobacco flavored
and fixed up in a hundred different
ways by the cunning genius of man to
catch the eye and satisfy the carnal
desires of hundreds and thousands,
yea millions, of the boys and men, and
sometimes women, too, spending their
money for that which is not bread,
often making their bodies unclean,
and defiling that which is intended
for the temple of the Holy Ghost.
Brother, look to the consumers' end
of the tobacco business. Settle this
matter between you and your God, in
the light of pure reasoning with his
word and Spirit. Follow your convictions thus brought about. It. may
seem humiliating in the -eyes of the
world. But remember that the worldling's conception and standard of humility is false. The sacrifice on your
part may seem to be feelingly severe
as you wash your hands entirely clean
of this tobacco business from beginning to end, and are thus denying
yourself of a yearly income of several
hundred dollars. But remember the
words of Christ, "Lay not up for
yourself treasures on earth where
moth and rust doth corrupt, and where
thieves break through and steal, but
lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust
doth corrupt, and where thieves do
not break through nor steal."
Thus it is our privilege, thank God,
a blessed privilege, in the short time
we have to live in this world, to
humble ourselves continually in subjection to the consuming fire of the
Holy Spirit and the sanctifying influence of his word, and thereby be
saved from being directly or indirectly, connected with any of the many
evils of the present time which many
poor souls are partakers of, simply because they are not willing to follow in
the footsteps of Christ in exercising
true humility and sacrifice.
Accompanying

the

thoughts

we

have presented on this important subject, our prayer is that we may be
blest of God with a more definite
knowledge and a deeper experience of
this humble, consecrated life in our
souls. But thus far it seems to me
we have been confining ourselves, we
might say, to the beginning of the
benefits of this wonderful work of
grace, thinking of the souls thus
vitally connected with God. They are
as storehouses of prayer, scattered
over this great world, being charged
with the quickening power of God's
word and Spirit, and as they are in
touch with that God-given medium
of communication—natural affection—
which in the lives of God's children,
ihose whose souls are in touch with the
great central storehouse of God's love,
effects and develops that which we
sometimes speak of as sanctified sociability, expressing and manifesting
itself in words and deeds of love and
kindness. And as we think of the
many homes that are beautiful and
made radiant with heavenly light and
power, because of what God is doing
through the medium of those precious
souls who are living a deeply humble
and sacrificial life, after that higher
ordeal, Christ Jesus, in heart to heart
communication with all whom it is
their privilege to associate within life,
it is indeed true that this great beneficial agency is wonderful in its work
for good, not only in the individual or
in the home, but gloriously so in the
church, God's kingdom on earth, the
Bride of Christ, as she is beautified
and made glorious in power and unity,,
which means so much for the growth
and development of God's children
and the saving of lost souls.
Peace, unity and aggressive power
in the church is the certain effect of
that one great essential, true humility,
and a willingness to sacrifice for the
good of others and for God's glory.
This is the open door to that oneness
of mind and spirit that God in his
word so plainly teaches and requires
of his children. It goes without say
ing that in our natural being and
make-up there is such a vast difference in temperament, disposition, etc.,
brought about largely because of our
experiences and environments in earlylife, and sometimes, in part, at least,
because of pre-natal conditions, for
which we are not responsible. But the
truth is, as we are thus carnal by nature because of these conditions, the
only way by which God can bless us
with that fulness of the spirit of unity
and love and power as a church, is by
the open door of humility and sacrifice. The Holy Spirit of Almighty
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God, enters in and burns upon the
altar of our hearts, consuming and
keeping in subjection the natural inclinations and uprisings of varied likes
and dislikes, born of self. Our ambitious desires, born of pride; our many
different opinions, born of human
weakness, and gives place to that
higher and better life born of God.
In conclusion does it not resolve
Itself into this ? The soul that is truly
humble and sacrificial in life and character being thus hid with Christ in
God, is on the king's highway of holiness, the experimental stage of serving God in this life, preparatory to
meeting him in glory. As we continue to exercise ourselves day by day
in the grace of true humility and sacrifice we are as clay in the potter's
hands, shaping and fashioning us into vessels as pleaseth him who has created us, not to remain forever in this
tenement of clay, but as the soul thus
formed and blessed of God comes to
that fulness of stature in Christ
Jesus, wherein he is finally raised up
and set entirely free from the limitations of this earthly life of humility
and sacrifice, to be exalted at the right
hand of God in heaven. Oh the joy
as we think of these things and feel
ourselves upon the threshold of an
.eternity of bliss. May God, for
Christ's sake,'keep us humble.—Gospel Witness. Selected by Jacob N.
.Martin.
'The Grandmother's Blessing."
Time and toil have graven deep furrows in the massive face of the old
Scotch grandmother. She has dropped her unwound yarn upon her knee,
and has called to her side the little
Idlted laddie to hear words she had
often before longed to utter but had
reserved until Sandie was of an age to
understand their import. She has
spoken her words of counsel; she has
laid her solemn charge upon the lad,
and now she gives him her blessing:
"The Lord bless thee and keep thee;
the Lord makes his face shine upon
thee, and be gracious unto thee; the
Lord lift up his countenance upon
thee and give thee peace." And
grannie's words will surely echo and
re-echo in the ears of Sandie, giving
him strength and uplift in the years
of weal or woe, of sunshine or shadow
which await him long after she herself
has passed over the river.—Selected by
Lydia A. Williams.
Wherefore lay apart all filthiness
and superfluity of naughtiness, and receive with meekness the engrafted
word, which is able to save your souls.

VISITOR.

Backslidden i» Faith.
One writer has said that "fiveeighths of the professed Christians
never were converted, and out of the
three-eighths who have been converted, two-eighths are backslidden, and
the remaining one-eighth are living
true to.God." This may seem to be a
very small proportion, but sometimes
we fear even this is too large.
Can you (on an average) find twelve
in every hundred professors of religion, who measure up to the Bible
standard? Who "visit the fatherless
an dwidows in their affliction, and
keep themselves unspotted from the
world;" love their neighbors as themselves : do to every soul, rich or poor,
white or colored, friend or foe, just
as they would wish to be done by were
they placed in similar circumstances;
speak about others just as they would
wish to be spoken about; who really
love their enemies, pray for those who
despitefully use them and offer both
cheeks (in outward behavior) to him
that smiteth the one? (Luke vi. 2031.) Real salvation will do all of this.
DPIAR FRIEND : Do you measure up

to this standard? If not, either you
never were converted, or you are
backslidden now. You can live a
moral, honest, upright life and yet be
void of the "joy" which is "unspeakable and full of glory." The soul
that is void of this is a barren soul.
You can preach, testify, and pray with
a great deal of apparent earnestness
and power, and yet be void of the
burning love of God in the heart. You
can dress plain, be zealous for the
church, and all social reforms, and yet
be dry and barren in your soul. Yea,
you can weep, shout, and enjoy religious services, and be backslidden in
heart. Many are in this sad condition,
who mistake the wooings and strivings
of the Spirit for blessings.
Songs, prayers, and testimonies will
naturally make any one feel joyful and
happy for the time being, but that is
not saving grace! Your own spirit
will witness and bring a feeling of satisfaction when you do your duty; but
this in itself is not saving grace!
You do something or neglect to do
something, and your conscience troubles you. Then you reason and say,
it is. not as bad as. this or that person
did. This silencing of conscience
often brings relief, but remember, this
is not saving grace!
No soul can retain saving grace and
refuse to walk in every known ray of
light. No soul can retain saving
grace and be conscious of omitting
any duty. No soul can retain saving
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grace and be conscious of doing something that displeases God. No soul
can be justified who feels envy and
hatred toward another. A sister once
said she knew' she was saved, and yet
refused to let God bless her in his own
way, because her demonstrations were
so simple and humiliating. This was
voluntary rebellion against God, and
no soul can be justified who does it.
"Be not deceived."
The church of Ephesus was very
straight and radical, and yet it had lost
its "first love." Read and compare
yourself with it. (Rev. ii. 2-6.)—Sel.
by I. Trump.
The Wish and the Way.
"Teacher," said little Mary Hill,
"you keep telling us that if we love
Jesus we must show it, but I don't
know how. There isn't much that I
can do, you know."
There was very little time to talk
just then, but Miss Felton put her
hand on Mary's shoulder and said,
looking into her face, "Do you love
Jesus, Mary, and do you wish to
show it?"
"Indeed I do, Miss Eelton," was
the earnest answer.
"Then if you honestly wish it, he
will show you the way," said the
teacher; and that was all she could
say at this time.
But it comforted Mary and she said
to herself, and wisely too, "I will ask
Jesus to show me the way."
Every day she asked him, but she
was not quite certain about the answer.
While she was waiting to know, she
thought she would watch, too, for little things to do for him. So she tried
to amuse baby when he was cross, she
played with her younger sister instead of going across the way to have
a good time with some girls of her
own age, she jumped up and got things
for mamma when she was busy at
work, and remembered when she
came home from school to ask, "Is
there anything I can do to help you,
mamma?" She got a little neighbor
to go to Sunday-school with her, and
gave some picture books to a sick
child.
And one day mamma said, "I am
sure, by the way you act, that you are
growing to love Jesus more."
Mary thought it was to be by some
one special thing or some kind of talk
that she was to show it; but after all,
it was by the way she lived every day.
•—Sel. by Annie Eshehnan.
• ••
"Better pull your tongue out by the
roots than let it cause one of God's
little ones to stumble and be lost."
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THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL.
This page is edited by Bro. I. H.

Bngle.

Lesson 3. Oct. 21.—The Parable of the Talents.
Matt. xxv. 14-30. Golden Text:
Prov.
xxviii.
20.—"A faithful man shall abound with blessings."
14 For it is as when a man, going into another
country, called his own servants, and delivered unto
them his goods. 15 And unto one he gave five
talents, to another two, to another one; to each
according to his several ability; and he went on
his journey. r6 Straightway he that received the
five talents went and traded with them, and made
other five talents. 17 I n like manner he also that
received the two gained other two. 18 But he that
received the one went away and digged in the
earth, and hid his lord's money. 19 Now after a
long time the lord of those servants cometh, and
maketh a reckoning with them. 20 And he that
received the five talents came and brought other
five talents, saying, Lord, thou deliveredst unto
me five talents: lo, I haye gained other five talents.
21 His lord said unto him, Well done, good and
faithful servant: thou hast been faithful over a
few things, I will set thee over many things; enter
thou into the joy of thy lord. 22' And he also
that received the two talents came and said, Lord,
thou deliveredst unto me two talents: lo, I have
gained other two talents. 23 His lord said unto
him, Well done, good and faithful servant: thou
hast been faithful over a few things, I will set thee
over many things; enter thou into the joy of thy
lord. 24 And he also that had received the one
talent came and said, Lord, I knew thee that thou
art a hard man, reaping where thou didst not sow,
and gathering where thou didst not scatter; 25
and I was afraid, and went away and hid thy
talent in the earth: lo, thou hast thine own. 26
But his lord, answered and said unto him, Thou
wicked and slothful servant, thou knewest that I
reap where I sowed not, and gather where I did
not scatter; 27 thou oughtest therefore to have
put my money to the bankers, and at my coming
I should have received back mine own with interest. 28 Take ye away therefore the talent from
him, and give it unto him that hath the ten
talents. 29 For unto every one that hath shall
be given, and he shall have abundance: but from
him that hath not, even that which he hath shall
be taken away. 30 And cast ye out the unprofitable servant into the outer darkness: there shall
be the weeping and the gnashing of teeth.
[Copyright

by Thomas Nelson &
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18. One—enough to be faithful with, at
least! H e might soon surpass a man with
two talents who should hide his
lord's
money.
19. A long time. With God a thousand
years is as one day, etc. The reckoning is
inevitable. T h e faithful servant does not
dread it—whether at death or the judgment,
or in a great emergency.
20. Other five. "He- was twice the man
he was before" and enjoyed the master's
approval, and enlarged opportunities for
usefulness.
22. Other two. T h e ratio is the same.
23. Well done. Received the same reward as the other.
24. This lord may have been a hard man
heightening the contrast between man and
God who is not " h a r d " but fair and just.
25. Afraid to invest the money and take
any chances.
26. Wicked and slothful.
Fiercely de-.
nounced.
27. " T h e more reason why thou oughtest to have dealt faithfully!" Note that
the word interest properly appears in the
American Revision which is here followed.
28. Both our opportunities and the
ability to use them are taken away on account of misuse or non-use. Illustration—
T h e fish in Mammoth Cave are blind.
29-30. T h e inexorable law of God. Activity is the law of his realm.
REMARKS.

1. The laggard at school thinks the
teacher "a hard man."
2. If I could talk as he does, I would
talk too! But who made your tongue?
Beware of vanity!
3. "A little man with a great gospel "is
mightier than a great man with a little gospel."

Sons.]

Commit to memory verse 21.
Daily Food:
M. T h e Parable of the
Talents. (Matt. 25:14-30.) T. Talents
Used. (Acts 20:17-26.) W . T h e Reckoning. (Rom. 14:17-12.) T. Fidelity Rewarded. ( I I . Tim. 4:5-8.) F . T h e Various
Gifts. (Eph. 4:1-16.) S. Unfaithful. (Matt.
21:33-43-)
S. Responsibility for
Gifts.
(Rom. 12:1-12.)
When? Tuesday afternoon, A. D. 30.
Where?
On Mt. Olivet overlooking
Jerusalem.
Introduction.
As the Jews must lose
Jerusalem because of the unfaithful use of
their talent (opportunity) so Jesus warns
his disciples to be faithful and true. They
must not despair at their lack of wealth,
education or influence. They will be in sad
need of all this fine counsel before the next
Sabbath.
COMMENT.

14. For it (the kingdom of heaven) is
as when a man. A parable based on probable and familiar human experience Delivered... .his goods.
His material interests to look after, picturing privileges and
responsibilities thrust upon us by the Lord.
His own servants, not menial slaves but
often men of superior ability in charge of
the lower class of servants.
15. Five talents. A talent worth 3,000
shekels or $2,000. Our talents are our
abilities as well as our opportunities—rather
the latter—the gospel truth, "training,
energy, education, skill, Christian experience—health, wealth, time, opportunities,
power of preaching and teaching."
According to his several ability—to each
according to his capacity.
Enough to fill
each full of opportunity. T h e "pounds"
represent such gifts as are at first the same
to all; the "talents" are given in varying
degree, or numbers.
16. Straightway he... .went. Losing no
time. "The King's business requireth
haste." Traded. .. .other five talents. Made
a profitable investment. Christians have no
right to do less than to employ their Godgiven powers immediately—and profitably.
W e grow both in capacity and in opportunity by a right use.
17. In like manner... .two talents. The
test of the disciple is one of faithfulness,
not of gifts. W e can supply the former;
God gives the latter.

Lesson 4. Oct. 28.—Jesus Anointed in Bethany.
Matt. xxvi. 6-16. Golden Text:
Matt. xxvi. 10.—
"She hath wrought a good work upon me."
6 Now when Jesus was in Bethany, in the house
of Simon the leper, 7 there came unto him a woman having an alabaster cruse of exceeding precious ointment, and she poured it upon his head,
as he sat at meat. 8 But when the disciples, saw
it, they had indignation, saying, To what purpose
is this waste? 9 For this ointment might have
been sold for much, and given to the poor. 10
But Jesus perceiving it said unto them, Why trouble ye the woman? for she hath wrought a good
work upon me. 11 For ye have the poor always
with you; but me ye have not always. 12 For
in that she poured this ointment upon my body,
she did it to prepare me for burial. 13 Verily
I say unto you, Wheresoever this gospel shall be
preached in the whole world, that also which this
woman hath done shall be spoken of for a memorial of her.
14 Then one of the twelve, who was called
Judas Iscariot, went unto the chief priests, 15
and said, What are ye willing to give me, and I
will deliver him unto you? And they weighed
unto him thirty pieces of silver. 16 And from that
time he sought opportunity to deliver him unto
them.
[Copyright by Thomas Nelson & Sons.]

Commit to memory verses 12 and 13.
Daily Food:
M. Jesus Anointed in
Bethany. (Matt. 26:6-16.) T. A Sinner's
Gratitude. (Luke
7:36-50.) W .
The
Christly Service. (Matt. 25:35-40.)
T.
Duty to the Poor. (Deut. 15:7-11.) F. All
for Christ. (Phil. 3:1-12.)
S. H e First
Loved Us. ( I . Jno. 4:9-19.) S. T h e Betrayer. (Matt. 27:1-10.)
When? April 1, A. D. 30. Saturday
previous, probably in the evening after sunset to passion week—therefore preceding
a number of our recent lessons.
Where? Bethany. The House of Simon,
previously a leper.
6. In Bethany.
T h e site is pointed o u t ;
even the remains of the traditional home
of Mary and Martha and Lazarus. House
of Simon. The leper, in former days; probably healed by Jesus. There were so many
Simons mentioned in the Scriptures, hence
the distinction.
7. Came unto him a woman.
As they
reclined in Oriental fashion round the table,
the mixed and curious onlookers had free
access to the room. "This woman was
Mary, the sister of Martha and Lazarus
(John 12:3), not the woman in Luke 7,
who was a sinner. T h e latter person is
generally, but without reason, identified
with Mary Magdalene, and the three women
confounded"—Schaff. Mary and Martha
are opposites in temperament, each needed
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to complete the home and not incapable of
harmony. An alabaster cruse shaped nearly "like a closed rosebud."
Ointment, but in liquid form.
Precious;
worth 300 pence, $50.00, a year's wages.
On his head and feet (see J o h n ) .
8. His
disciples
had
indignation.
John says Judas, the treasurer, and thief,
led the protest.
9. The poor could have been fed for
days. But—wasted in one reckless moment
of devotion. "But they were men. She
was a poet."
10. Jesus perceiving it, divining their
thoughts. A good work. " N o t the gift but
the giving."—[Ruskin]
which
pleased
Jesus.
11. Mary seemed to feel that it was
"now or never." T h e poor are a perpetual
opportunity. Let those who love Jesus
now, prove it to the poor.
12. She did it, whether consciously or
otherwise, for burial.
13. There is too much heart, too much
love, too much blood, too much devotion,
too much heart heroics in this incident to
prevent its being spoken wheresoever
this
gospel shall be preached in the
whole
world!
14-16. But Judas sold his Lord and his
own soul into the bargain for thirty pieces
of silver, $20.00.
"One honored her Lord, the other sold
him.
One was self-sacrifice expressed, the
other selfishness.
One has an immortality of honor, incarnate, the other an immortality of infamy.
One is an example, the other a warning."—Peloubet.
REMARKS.

1. Would it disturb you to have Jesus
come as guest t o your home?
2. Let us not be too harsh with those
who show a perhaps belated love with
flowers at the grave.
3. Marthas cannot be M a r y s ; Marys
cannot be Marthas. W e need them both.
4. It is the fragrance of Mary's love
rather than of the. spikenard that makes her
worthy of a memorial.

•m •
W h y H a v e Teacher Traiming i n t h e
Sunday-School ?
Here is a fine statement of condensed
truth sixteen sentences long. Read it.
Brother Honeline, the author, is devoting
himself exclusively to this work in the
great state of Ohio.
1. Because training must precede teaching.
2. Because there can be no learning
where there is no teaching.
3. Because every thoughtful teacher
recognizes his need of training.
4. Because the best minds in the Sunday-school are demanding it.
5. Because teaching is the chief function
of the Sunday-school.
6. Because the work of the S'undayschool is educational as well as religious.
7. Because of insufficient teaching in a
very large majority of schools.
8. Because the study of the regular
Sunday-school lessons does not afford sufficient training.
10. Because, as a rule, the Sundayschool fails to qualify its pupils to become
teachers.
11. Because a very small per cent, of
Sunday-school teachers are trained.
12. Because the needs of the hour call
for intelligent Christians.
13. Because the Sunday-school is one
of the leading factors in modern civilization.
14. Because the human heart is best
reached through the human understanding.
15. Because a very large per cent, of
all Bible study by the rank and file of the
people is done in connection with the Sunday-school.
16. Because of the prevailing skepticism
of the age which must be met, and cannot
be ignored.
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third chapter, were so impressive upon my
mind. They read as follows: 1. "Behold,
To SUBSCRIBERS:—1. Our terms are cask
what manner of love the Father hath beLove Feasts.
in advance.
stowed upon us, that we should be called
2. When writing t o have your address
the sons of God: therefore the world
Pennsylvania.
changed, be sure to give both old and new
knoweth us not, because it knew him not.
address.
Phila. Mission,
O c t . 6-7
Mt. Pleasant, Lancaster county, Oct. 27-28 2. Beloved, now are we the sons of God
3. The date on the printed label will
and it doth not yet appear what we shall
commencing at 5 p. m. on the 27th.
show to subscribers when their subscripSouth Franklin, Montgomery M. H.,
be, but we know that when he shall aption expires.
Oct. 20, 21.
pear we shall be like him, for we shall
4. If you do not receive the VISITOR
within ten days from date of issue, write
New York.
see him as he is. 3. And every man that
as at once and we will send the number
Clarence Center,
Oct. 27-28 hath this hope in him purifieth himself
called for.
even as he is pure."
Ohio.
Te THE POOR,—who are unable to pay,
Remember me in your prayers that I
we send the paper free on the recommenMaple Grove M. H., Clark Co., Oct. 27, 28
dation of others or upon their individual
Ashland and Richland,
Oct. 27, 28 may prove faithful.
requests. Individual requests must be reYour sister in Christ,
Illinois.
newed every six months as a matter of
Hummelstown,
Pa.
L I Z Z I E BASEHORE.
good faith.
Polo District,
Sept. 29, 30
South Franklin, Montgomery M. H., Oct.
To CORRESPONDENTS:—1. Articles for pubTestimony.
20, 21.
lication should be written on one side of the
paper only. Write all business letters on
Ontario.
Dear Brethren and Sisters: W e are on
separate sheets.
Black Creek,
Oct. 6.
our journey home; earth is only a resting
2. Communications without the auWainfleet,
Oct. 13
thor's name will receive no recognition.
place, heaven is our home. Let us strain
•o•
3. Communications
for
the
VISITOR
our every nerve to do something on our
Experience.
should be sent in at least ten days before
way, and let us keep in the narrow path,
Dear
brethren
and
sisters:
I
greet
you
date of issue.
then we will not be straying from side to
all in Jesus' name. I thank God for this
Send money by Post-Office Money Order,
side.
Registered Letter, or Bank Draft, to G. beautiful morning, for the sunshine that
I praise God for salvation. I am glad that
shines upon the moistened earth; also for
Detwiler, 36 N. Cameron St., Harrisburg,
every one can have this salvation if they
the
fresh
air
that
does
us
so
much
bodily
Pa.
Canadian Currency is discounted with
only want it. Bless the Lord. I am saved
good. I was impressed before this time
by him, kept by him and I want t o always
to write a piece for the VISITOR, but the
adversary made me believe that I was not be led by him. H e is my best friend, no
Harrisburg, Pa., Oct. 1, 1906.
other friend like him. Neither do I care to
able to write. I thank God if we take
go any where where he is not invited; same
it t o him in prayer he will help us. There
OTJB B I B L E O F F E R
as a t r u e friend would not go where his
are so many encouraging pieces in the
chum was not invited. I was asked by my
VISITOR. I was also impressed why not
W e are able to offer our subscribers a
brother t o g o t o t h e city, and while being
good COMBINATION BIBLE with the
some of the brethren and sisters of this
there I was asked t o go t o a Socialist meetEVANGELICAL VISITOR at a small cost. For
place have some encouraging words for
$3.25 (INDEX PIETY CENTS EXTRA) we will
ing, and while there the speaker made some
others.
send the Bible prepaid to any address in
smart jokes and some that included our
the United States or Canada, and the
I will relate about my start in the serSavior. I did not like it, so I left and the
EVANGELICAL VISITOR for one year.
This
vice t of the Lord. I t is now a little over
thought came t o m e about not going anyoffer holds good for renewals as well as
a year and a half that I first prayed to
new subscribers.
where where Jesus is not invited. I could
the Lord. H e heard my prayers and took
The special feature of this Bible is that
have stayed and heard him speak those
away m y sins. But I was n o t willing to things if I wanted t o tempt God, and make
it gives the AUTHORIZED and REVISED VERSIONS of the Bible in one volume, without
go the whole way with Jesus. I was conmy bother think what kind of a Christian I
increasing Size or Weight, or Diminishing
demned that the way I was living .was not
am, But I am glad that I went away.
Size of type. It is a Self-pronouncing
pleasing with God. One day I was readTeacher's Bible which, without omitting
Pray for my brother, all Christians, that
ing in my Bible and came to the place
a feature or disturbing the Text, points out
he may have his eyes opened t o see the
all the words and passages wherein the
where it reads, "Unto him that knoweth
error of his ways and become a Christian.
two versions differ, giving the Revised
to do good and doeth it not unto him it
Your Brother,
Version of each at foot of page, together
is sin." I prayed that the Lord should
with
WALTER M A X .
make me willing to do that which was
A Very Full Concordance,
containing
Buffalo. N. Y.
ever 40,000 References; History and Sumpleasing to him. As soon as I was willmary of the Books of the Bible;
Historical,
ing t o wear a different garb the Lord
Children's Testimonies.
Chronological Tables; New Subject index
blessed me. I cannot thank and praise God
to the Bible; a Dictionary of Scripture
enough that he thus made me willing.
Oh children, I forgot t o tell you where
Proper Names, with their
Pronunciation
my home is. Well, I have none just n o w ;
and meaning; Tables of Miracles, Parables,
But it is not alone" i n the plain g a r b ;
you know that an evangelist must travel
etc.
it is in so many things that we must be
all the time. Now I will ask the children
The binding is Extra French Seal, Divint r u e t o God. My heart's desire is t o do
if they would like me t o come, to their
ity Circuit, Round Corners, Red under
home. If you do, you can say in your
the will of- God, to live peaceable with all
Gold Edges, Flexible Back, L E A T H E R
letter, I would like t o see Brother and
LINED.
men and to confess Christ wherever I am,
Sister Myers come t o our home and visit
Address EVANGELICAL VISITOR,
not only with my tongue, but with my ac- and hold meetings, or you can write to
tions
and
dealings
with
my
fellowmen.
36 N . Cameron St., Harrisburg, Pa.
us. Our permanent address is Mechanicsburg, P a .
J O H N H . MYERS.
We. rejoice that t h e Lord keeps us from
all the evil in the world, but we must be
Our City M i s s i o n s .
T h e I s l e of Quiet.
continually watching and praying.
Philadelphia, 3423 N. Second street, in
I am so thankful for the beautiful SunT h e Isles of Quiet lie beyond the years.
charge of Brother Peter Stover and Sister
day-school lessons, as they always impress
H o a r prophets say i t ; yet, for all the tears,
Stover.
something upon our minds as how t o live
I doubt the saying of the seers.
Buffalo, N . Y., Mission, 25 Hawley
that may be acceptable t o God.
street, in charge of Brother George WhisI think that whoso seeks them here shall
ler and Sister Effie Whisler.
Oh, Christian people, let us be more in
find;
earnest prayer for an unsaved world, such
Chicago Mission, 5956 Peoria street. In
T h a t a l l w i t h open, patient heart and mind
charge of Sister Sarah Bert, Bro. B. I.
that are near and dear unto us by the ties
Shall drink their peace from sun and wind.
Brubaker and Sister Nancy Shirk.
of nature. But d o not let us be partial in
Des Moines, Iowa, Mission, 737 Ninth
I think w h o will may share their psalm,
this matter. Perhaps there is some one
street Church, Thirteenth and University
begun
who would need words of kindness or
Ave. In charge of Bro. J. R and Sister
T h e hour when t h e Summer day is done
Anna Zook.
Residence, 1226 Eleventh
words of encouragement spoken to them.
And sky and field are growing one.
street, N.
Then let us be in earnest prayer, as it
I know t h e foolish fancies fondest cling:
• •1
reads in James v. 16, "The effectual ferI believe the still air's murmuring,
The hope of Christ's coming vent prayer of a righteous man availeth TBut
h e sweet far thing the thrushes sing.
much."
T
h
e
three
first
verses
of
I.
John,
should keep us holy.
—John Vance Cheney, in The Outlook.
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A d d r e s s e s of M i s s i o n a r i e s .
Africa.
H . P . and Grace Steigerwald, H .
Frances Davidson, Harvey and Emma
Frey, Adda Engle, Abbie Bert, Sallie
Kreider, Levi Doner, Maria Werkman,
Matoppo Mission, Bulawayo, South Africa.
Jesse R. and Malinda Eyster, Moderfontein P . O. (Intokozo Training School), via
Zuurfontein, Transvaal, South Africa.
Isaac 0 . and A. Alice Lehman, Box 116,
Fordsburg, Transvaal, South Africa.
India.
A. L-, Mrs. A. L. and Ezra Musser, Maggie Landis, Ghaseeri Mundi, Lucknow, India.
D. W . and Mrs. D. W . Zook, Sripat,
Purunia, Bankura district, Bengal, India.
Josiah and Rhoda Z. Martin, Raghunathpur P . O. Manbhoom district, India.
N. H . and Mrs. N . H . Reichard, Raj
Nandgoan C. P . B. & N . Ry., India.
Fanny Hoffman, Khamgeon, India.
Central
America.
Mrs. William Keech, nee Hoffman, San
Salvador, Salvador, Central America.
A Trip to Btapaneland.
(Conclusion.)
After the corn was nicely ground, I asked for a kettle to cook it in. This a little
girl soon brought. She also brought
water and wood. It was very painful for
me to walk about at all, so I sat as quiet
as I could while the little girl brought
what things I needed. Finally we succeeded in cooking a nice pot of m u s h ; it
was without salt but when one is hungry
you do not mind that. By this time the
boys came home with the cattle. After
some talking and urging I persuaded them
to milk some of the cows for me. This
was quite an addition to my supper, and
the mush soon disappeared. After supper
was over the children gathered around the
fire. I told them what we were doing
there—that we intended to open a school
near there and wanted all the children to
come to school. Some were delighted at
the thought, while some stoutly objected
to have anything to do with a school. A
short time after dark brother Frey returned with the donkeys and blankets.
W e then had a short service, after which
we were soon fast asleep with nothing but
the beautiful heavens over us, but best of
all a loving Father to watch over us while
we slept. Oh how blessed it is to know
that we have one who watches over us
whether we wake or sleep, whether in
America, the land of light and liberty, or
in dark, sin-bound Africa, full of dangers,
H e is there, praise his name.
Next morning we were up and on the
march at about four. I t was cool and
moonlight which made it pleasant traveling for those who did not have sore feet.
There was one who did not enjoy it so
much. W e tramped along at a good pace
for about four hours when we made a
halt for breakfast. After a bath in the
river near by, and something to eat, we
felt quite fit for the journey (all but the
feet) which were now more tender than
ever. It was impossible for m e to keep
up with the party, as every step was like
the cut of a knife. At last I was compelled to do what to me was a very hu-
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miliating thing, that was, to ride a
donkey, not that I was too good, but because of the size of the animal. I felt
almost as if it ought to be the reverse, but
in my present state I had no choice, so
made the best of it and mounted, and to
the amusement of us all the donekey started off on the gallop. One could not help
but smile as my feet almost hung to the
ground. W e got on in this way very well,
only dismounting when we crossed rough
places, until we came to a steep, rough
hill. Here the donkey had all he could do
to climb up alone, so I was compelled to
hobble along as best I could, the party
going on to the top where we stopped for
dinner. As I was slowly going along
singing and making melody in my heart, I
thought of the suffering that Jesus passed
through for m e : this made it much easier
for me to bear my light affliction. W e
reached home the next morning, and were
glad to meet the dear ones again.
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True and False Fire.

The true saints of God who have
clear heads, and pure, warm hearts,
have in all generations had to walk
between the two extremes of cold
formality on the one side, and wild
ranting fanaticism on the other. Dead
formality and the false fires of fanaticism are both Satan's counterfeits, and
he does not care into which extreme
a soul plunges, just so he can prevent
it from having the Scriptural type of
holiness which is "full of faith," and
"full of the Holy Spirit," and "full of
wisdom" and of a "sound mind."
There is a state of deep, divine fervor
discribed in Scripture as a "hot
heart," "fervent, or boiling in spirit."
and having a "tongue of fire." InNow, dear readers, I trust there has
as much as this state of grace is the
been nothing said in these articles that is
most fruitful for the glory of God, it
out of the way. W e are often asked to
is the policy of Satan to either counwrite more details, and for this reason
terfeit it or else to inject some of his
have written about our trip as I have. I
may say this is only one of the many that
wildness into it to destroy its efficiency
we are called upon to make, and what is
and break the soul down by a false
best of all they are not for pleasure, but
fire, just as a hot box on a railway
for the cause of the gospel. W e can say,
train will melt the axle and cause a
however, that the Lord makes his work a
wreck. There are some things by
pleasure to us, and while we do meet with
a few difficulties we praise his name that
which we can detect the difference behe counts us worthy.
tween true and false.
I will take the liberty to add here, that
1. True fire has its seat in the
as our work is widening out and the disheart, David says, "my heart was- hot
tances are far, we feel the need of some
more convenient way of going about than
within me." It melts the affections
on foot. If any one feels to help us to a
and expands the sympathies, and
mule or pony for this purpose it will be
simplifies the desires, and all its1 furgladly accepted. W e have received forty
nace flames are centered in the love
dollars from a sister for this purpose, but
nature. False fire runs up into the
as this is not enough, we are waiting until
we get more. It will take about one hunhead and centers itself in the imagidred and fifty dollars to buy a good
nation, and produces rashness, a reckanimal. W h o will help?
less intensity; it evolves impracticable
Matoppo Mission. H. P. STEIGERWALD.
schemes, extravagant air castles; it
produces
an unbalanced view of truth;
"Make me worthy of friendship,
it
magnifies
non-essential and miniand give me friends; make me worthy
fies
the
most
essential needs; it puts
of love, and give me love," was the
a
typhoid
fever
into the judgment by
daily prayer of a loyal heart and that
which
it
ignores
the beautiful fitness
learned the sacredness of human ties.'
of
things
as
to
time
and place, and
Many a lonely one, complaining of
in
the
same
proportion
that the head
neglect and isolation, would find life's
becomes
overheated
the
heart
becomes
whole environment changed by learncool.
A
fanatic
has
a
hot
head
and a
ing humbly and sincerely to pray that
cool
heart;
a
true
saint
has
a
hot
heart
prayer. Friendship, to abide, must
and
a
calm,
equable
mind.
The
same
find a worthy resting-place, and love
fire
that
blesses
us
while
kept
in
the
has its duties as well as its blessedstove
will
ruin
us
if
it
gets
in
the
ness. No one can demand either as a
furniture.
right; they are God's good gifts, and
the heart that is tenderly and unsel2. The true fire of the Holy Ghost
fishly ready for them will never miss in a pure heart will feed and fatten
them.—Great Thoughts.
the soul with strength and divine
•m *
nourishment, but false fire irritates
All we have has come from our and excites the faculties without really
heavenly Father. He has giveen us feeding them. Ripe fruit or grain is
our spiritual natures, talents, memory very nourishing to the body, but when
powers, his word, his home, his love, it is turned into alcohol it gives no
his care. These are to be used for our nourishment, but intoxicates, and cargood and his glory. The dreadful te- ried to excess produces delirium and
sults come when we use these for our death. In like manner the words of
Scripture, when applied to the soul
own destruction.
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by the Holy Ghost, are just like pure
bread and ripe fruit, so healthy, and
sweet, and fattening. But when those
same words of Scripture are applied
to the mind by Satan, with his perverted, interpretation, it is like corn
whisky and peach brandy. How few
people understand that Satan is constantly using the Bible to pervert true
holiness and a life of pure love, and
that as men take God's pure grain to
make the devil's whisky, so Satan
takes God's pure word and, passing it
through his distillery, makes wild-fire.
The identical same piece of bread
which will feed the body, when turned
into whisky will destroy it; so the
identical word of Scripture which will
feed the soul with all the grace of the
Christ life, when perverted by Satan
will make the soul drunk with fanaticism.
3. The true fire produces great
tenderness of spirit; it puts a sweetness
and gentleness in the voice, the manners, the expressions of the face, and
a deep, gentle yearning in the soul for
the welfare of everybody. But false
fire puts a hardness and combativeness
in the spirit, and makes one deck himself out in war paint. It puts a severity in the voice, a critical cutting
look in the eye, a boisterousness and
dictatorialness in the manners, a stubborn and unteachable self-conceit in
the mind. It makes one denunciatory
and argumentative and tiresome. It
always wants to be in a fight, and
thinks it must stir up the snakes, and
be always in hot water, and looks upon
a meek and quiet spirit, or true Christian refinement, as a tame sort of
thing. It prefers to warm itself at the
wild, dangerous crater of a volcano
instead of at the good old fire place
of a quiet home.
4. The true fire of God strikes deep
in the interior nature, it produces a
profound inward life with God, it
lightens up the vast hidden chambers
of the soul, leads to profound mental prayer, reveals fathomless depths
of humility, weans the mind more and
more from outward things, and unites
it in an inexpressible way in the hidden life of God. False fire on the
other hand flares, and fumes, and
smokes, and crackles, and corruscates
in the internal life. False fire in its
very nature seeks to make itself seen
and felt; it must of necessity be notorious. It goes in for great demonstrations; it magnifies bodily exercise,
which the Bible tells us profits but little ; it measures its powers by the loudness of the voice, or the height of its
jump, or by some attitude, or posture,
or gesture or sound; in fact, anything
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that will appeal to the senses. The
true fire of God will have its demonstrations, but it does not emphasize
them, nor measure its sanctity by them,
nor prescribe them to others, nor condemn others for not having them.
The divine fire seeks above all things
to be perfectly genuine to the core,
perfectly simple and unostentatious,
and prefers to hide itself like God in
deep humility rather than to make a
show of itself.
5. True heavenly fire is always
seeking for God himself. It is united
to three divine persons of the Godhead ; it continually magnifies the personality of God; it seeks a divine person and communes with and enjoys a
divine person. The false fire unconsciously takes the glory from a divine
person and gives it to "the fire," to "a
blessing," or a "state," or a 'thing,"
or an "it." God declares himself over
and over again to be a jealous God,
and he will not give his glory to another or to a thing, or a blessing.
There is more religious idolatry in the
world than people have any idea of.
We talk about the heathen worshipping idols, and then the Romanists
worship saints and images, and the sacraments, and many Protestants worship their churchism, but some go into
still finer idolatry and make an idol of
their religious blessings, or their experiences, or their demonstrations, and
some make an idol of the fire, and put
the word "fire" and the word "sanctification" where they ought to put one
of the adorable persons of God. We
had just as well learn once for all that
the living God abominates idolatry in
every form and degree, and he will severely punish the idol worshiper, even
though his idol may be holiness or the
baptism of fire. The true illuminated
saint lets nothing in the universe, not
even the gifts of the Holy Spirit, get
between him and God. This is truth
easily said, but a thousand times more
difficult to learn in the very depths of
our souls. When people insist on having certain phenomena, or seeing certain lights, or hearing certain sounds,
or having certain thrilling sensations,
it is a proof that they are putting a
"thing" in the place of a divine person, and this is a proof that it is a false
flame and not the living God himself.
6. The true fire of God's presence
in the soul is ever bent on saving
souls, on getting new converts, on
widening the realm of grace, on leading believers into the fulness of Christ.
The false seeks after proselytes; seeks
to build itself up by tearing others
things down; it is not so much bent on
saving souls as it is on perverting
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those that are already saved. Have
we not noticed that Mormons, and
Spiritualists, and annihilationists, and
fanatics of all sorts and sexes, will
hang around a meeting of true Christians and seek to proselyte and subvert the faith of God's people. They
are not able to save sinners, and so
spend their strength in perverting
God's people. The sifting days are on
us, and every true soul will be tried by
a block of ice on one side and volcanic
wild-fire on the other.—Sel. by T. A.
Long.
"Who "Was t o B l a m e P

"No, wife, it is like this," said Mr.
Anderson, laying down his paper and
looking at his better half, "if we don't
have saloons the town will go to rack,
absolutely to rack; why the saloon
license is what keeps up the prosperity."
"Yes," replied Mrs. Anderson, "but
don't you think that the town could
prosper without saloons? Why the
money that is spent for drink would
build a city."
Mr. Anderson turned uneasily in
his chair and said hastily, "Yes, yes,
that's all you women know about business."
His wife was silent for a moment
and then she said sadly, "But think of
the many temptations that are placed
in the way of the young, by these vile
places, at the last great day think of
the multitude that will stand before
God's eternal throne and point to the
saloon as the cause of their ruin, and
their blood will be required at the
hands of you Christian voters."
Now Mr. Anderson was a member
of good standing in the leading church
of the town where he lived, but nevertheless he believed the saloons a necessity and always voted for them. The
last remark of his wife gave his conscience a sharp twinge, but he did not
reply.
Just at this moment the door opened
and a bright faced youth entered, with
his arms full of books.
"Hello, Allyn," said his father,
"how's school?"
"Oh, fine," replied the boy, "I passed the last examination this morning
and the President of the college says
that I shall graduate in about two
months."
"Bravo, my boy," said Mr. Anderson, "I'm proud of you."
Allyn's face clouded and he said,
"Father, Will Amsby was expelled
this morning."
"Expelled,' exclaimed his father,
"why Will is one of the best boys in
town."
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"Yes," replied Allyn sadly, "but he
was drunk the other night."
Mr. Anderson's face flushed as he
replied, "Well he ought to be expelled,
if that is true, for I haven't any patience with a young man who is so
foolish as to sell his life for a glass of
whisky."
"Yes," said Mrs. Anderson, "but if
there were no saloons they would not
be tempted so often."
"Nonsense," exclaimed her husband, "they ought to know better."
Mrs. Anderson sighed, but she did
not' reply, for she knew is was useless
to argue the question.
About a month and a half later Mr.
Anderson was coming home one night
from an important meeting of the city
council.
As he ascended the steps of his
home he saw the form of a man lying
in front of the door. The electric
light fell full upon the white, upturned face.
"Oh! merciful God," cried Mr. Anderson, "it is my boy."
He opened the door and called his
wife.
"Come Alice," he said, "Allyn is
sick and is lying out here."
She came hurrying out and as she
saw Allyn she cried out, "Oh, is he
dead?" '
"No," replied her husband, "but I
think he must have a fainting spell."
They lifted him up and half carried
him into the house, where they laid
him on the couch.
There was a doctor who lived next
door, leaving his wife to watch Allyn,
Mr. Anderson ran across the street to
secure the physician.
While he was gone Mrs. Anderson
bent over the form of her boy for a
moment then covering her face with
her hands she sobbed, "Oh! it is just
what I thought." The truth was this,
'Allyn was drunk.
When the doctor arrived he felt of
the boy's pulse and said, "He has lain
out there in the cold so long, that I
fear the exposure will bring on pneumonia."
Two days later Mr. and Mrs. An-,
derson and a nurse were watching
by the bedside of Allyn, when he turned to his father and said:
"Father, you have always called
yourself a Christian, but I don't admire your religion if it allows you to
vote for these places, which ruin body
and soul, the saloons.
"You have always voted for them,
saying that their license kept up the
town, and then you were angry if any
young man went in and took a drink,
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you always said they should know
better. Now, father, when it is too
late learn the bitter lesson, I, your only
child have fallen a victim.
"I have always been regarded as an
idle young man, but the evil which you
sanctioned and voted for has ruined
me.
"Most probably I shall die and only
think, I was to have graduated in a
few weeks, but now even if I live my
bright future is blotted forever. Not
long ago you said you were proud of
me, father, are you proud of me
now ?"
The stricken father buried his face
in his hands, "My son, my son," he
cried, "forgive me, I was blind and
could not see."
"Yes, father," replied Allyn wearily, "I forgive you, for you'll have need
of mercy in the last great day, when
our Lord and Savior shall say, 'Woe
unto you, who put a stumbling block
in the way of your brother,' and, father, I am not the only one, there are
many others who have been wrecked
by the liquor traffic, it seems to me
as if the very hands of the voter were
dyed with the life-blood of those they
have helped to ruin."
Mr. Anderson staggered to his feet.
"Oh! Allyn," he cried, "spare me,
don't say any more,"
Allyn closed his eyes and seem
about to fall asleep when he opened
his eyes with a glad smile and said
faintly a verse his mother had taught
him when he was a little boy: "For
Jesus came to seek and to save that
which was lost."
Mr. Anderson bent over him, "Allyn," he said gently, "will you promise
me never to drink again?"
A moan escaped from Allyn's lips,
"I can't, oh! I can't, I am lost, this is
not the first time and I am afraid it
won't be the last."
His father turned away and said
bitterly "My punishment is greater
than I can bear."
There was a silence for-a few moments, then Mr. Anderson said, "Let's
repeat the Lord's prayer."
They did so, and when it was finished, Allyn said softly, "And lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from
evil."
In a few weeks Allyn recovered and
the first sunshiny day he went down
town and in a few hours was brought
home, after being mangled under the
wheels of a street car.
He had been drinking and in crossing a track had fallen.
Life was almost extinct, but just before he passed away he turned his
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head with a feeble effort and murmured, "And lead us not into temptation."
God took him from a world where
Christian voters still pray, "Lead u s
not into temptation."—Oregon Search
Light.
D e d i c a t e d t o a Life of S h a m e .

A place about three feet high and
twelve feet square was built up with
earth and stone around a fine old
banyan tree in the low caste quarters
of the town of Kopbal, India. Similar places may be seen in nearly
every town of this country. That is
where the people love to gather and
gossip. But under this particular
tree might be seen day after day a
few boys who were being taught by
a Christian of the Methodist Mission.
One day a woman in faded garments drew near, listened, came
nearer, and after some time said,
"Teach me also." The teacher consented.
Many times had Gunggamma and
all her people heard the Christians
preach repentance and salvation, but
had turned a deaf ear to all thy said.
When a little girl she was married.
Then life was bright and full of hope
for future happiness.
Child marriage often results in barrenness. Anyway, in this case she
had no children. The husband wanted a son. Another woman appeared
in the home. Finally the barren woman was sent back to her parents.
They made her an offering to their
god. She became a "basari," which
literally means a shameless woman.
She was not alone, but found many
others living the same life. They do
not seem to consider that it is really
a sinful life. They rather regard
themselves as creatures of fate, pushed into it. Parents sanction it; also
their neighbors and holy ( ?) men.
To the women it means food and
clothes, at least for a time. That is
all.
But soon disease lays hold of
Gunggamma, as it does on most of.
them. She tries this remedy and that
remedy, worships this god and that
god, but all to no avail. No one love&
her now, apparently, or even seems
to care whether she lives. With scant
food and clothes, life has become a
miserable existence.
The words of the Christian
preacher—."Sickness, sorrow, trouble, all are the fruits of sin, either directly or indirectly. If you want
peace in this life and joy beyond
death, repent of your sins, turn to>
God, call upon him in the name of
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Jesus, who died that you might live;
trust also in him and he will save
you."—find entrance to her mind.
She wants a friend. She seeks out
the preacher.
"Can your God heal me of my diseases? I have worshiped many gods
and tried many remedies but received
no benefit. All hope is gone. I am
afraid to die. What shall I do?"
"Gunggamma, will you give up
your sinful life' now and forever?"
"Yes."
'"Will you forsake all your old gods
and idols and worship the one true
God your creator, and obey his commandments ; will you accept Jesus
Christ as your Savior and pray only
In his name?" "I will."
"Very good. Then he will save
you, heal you, give you peace in your
heart now and eternal joy after death.
He has promised; prove him and see
that his words are true."
That was several months ago. Today Gunggamma says that Jesus has
healed her. She has learned about
fifty questions and answers in the
catechism, has learned to read, to
pray, to sing Christian hymns. She
loves this new life. I have seen her,
talked with her, and catechised her.
"Sir, has he not healed me?"
"Gunggamma, do you now love
Jesus ?"
"Sir, does he not save me?"
S h e seems anxious to learn more.
She tells others what Jesus has done
for her; teaches them what she has
learned. Several other women, companions in the old life, are now desirous of becoming Christians with
her.
Shall we baptize them? This is a
great question. How can they get
food and clothes as Christians? No
man will marry them. If they work
in the fields or anywhere else they
must come in contact with men, some
of whom are morally worse than
beasts. If we take them away we
will be suspected of evil motives. We
shall be judged according to what
they themselves would do. All men
seem to know what they have been,,
and will resort to various schemes to
force them back into the old life.
Without work, without food, persecuted, coaxed and teased, how long
can they resist? What can we do to
save them? It is a great problem.
Gunggamma and her companions
are representative of thousands upon
thousands. Oh, how many and swift
are the feet rushing onward and
downward, pulling, pushing and
throwing others into the great yawn-
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ing mouth of hell! As one works to
pray and save them a knowledge of
the power and ruin of sin grows until
the heart feels sick and faint.
What a mighty work Jesus has
undertaken, the redemption of these
multitudes of sin-loving devotees!
Can it be done? Reader, are you
doing your part?—A. E. Cook, in N.
Y. Witness.
Life's Opportunity.

Do not keep the alabaster boxes of
your love and tenderness sealed up
until your friends are dead. Fill their
lives with sweetness. Speak approving, cheering words while their ears
can hear them, and while their hearts
can be thrilled and made happier by
them. The kind things you mean to
say when they are gone, say before
they go. The flowers you mean to
send for their coffins, send to brighten
and sweeten their homes before they
leave them.
If my friends have alabaster boxes
laid away, full of fragrant perfumes
of sympathy and affection, which they
intend to break over my dead body, I
would rather they would bring them
out in my weary and troubled hours,
and open them, that I may be refreshed and cheered by them while I
need them.
I would rather have a plain coffin
without a flower, a funeral without a
eulogy, than a life without the sweetness of love and sympathy.
Let us learn to anoint our friends
beforehand for their burial.
Post-mortem kindness does not
cheer the troubled spirit. Flowers on
the coffin cast no fragrance backward
over • life's weary way.—Technical
World.
When the mind is deeply impressed
with eternal truths there is no disposition to be frivolous or trifling.—Mary
Lyon.
MARRIAGES.
G A M O N — M A R T I N . — M r . Milton F .
Gamon. son of brother and sister John
Gamon, and. Sister Elizabeth N. Martin,
daughter of brother and sister D. B. Martin, were united in holy wedlock on September 5, '1906, at the home of the bride's
parents at Franklin Corners, Whiteside
county, 111., Bro. H . L. T r u m p officiating.

OBITUARIES.
PORTNER.—Sister Sophia Portner, of
near Bainbridge, Pa., died September —,
1906, aged 82 years, 8 months and 21 days.
For two years she was helpless from paralysis. During this time she was faithfully
cared for by her aged husband and their
daughter, with whom they both made their
home. H e r husband, one daughter, three
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sons and a number of grandchildren survive. T h e funeral, conducted by Eld. Aaron
Martin, assisted by Bro. J. N. Martin, was
held at Reich's M. H., September 9, 1906.
Text, II. Timothy iv. 6, 7, 8, selected by the
daughter.
LESER.—Mary, wife of Rev. Christian
S. Lesher, died August 31, 1906, at her home
near Greencastle, Pa., aged 52 years and 27
days. Sister Lesher had been in failing
health for a number of years, and during
the, last twelve years of her life was deprived of the use of her mind. In early
womanhood she gave her heart to the Lord
and united with the church of the Brethren
in Christ, of which she was a faithful and
devoted member as long as reason remained.
She is survived by her husband and one
son. Funeral services were held at Montgomery church, on September 3, conducted
by Bro. Jerome Funk and the home Brethren. Text, Psalm xc. 12. Interment in
cemetery adjoining the church.
L E S H E R . — A b r a m S. Lesher, died May
20, 1906, near Greencastle, Pa., aged 60
years, 9 months and 6 days. H e had been
a sufferer from bronchial trouble for several years, which he bore with Christian
patience. H e leaves a devoted wife, one
son and two daughters to mourn his loss.
Bro. Lesher was an elder in the Montgomery district for the last eighteen years, and
filled his office well. H e was one who
could be relied on for good counsel and
advice. But the Lord has called him home
and we meekly bow in submission, knowing
that he doeth all things well. Funeral services, conducted by Bro. Jerome Funk and
the home brethren, were held at Montgomery church, and interment in adjoining
cemetery.
BAKER.—Sister Barbara Baker, beloved wife of Peter Baker, son of Elder
Samuel Baker, of Gormley, O n t , died
September 4, 1906, at her home in Nottawasaga, Ont., of paralysis, in her 53rd year.
Her death was quite sudden. In the morning she was usually well, and at night she
had passed away. W h e n found by her
husband about an hour after the first attack she was able to speak, but soon had
the second attack and so passed away. ( She
was converted about thirty years ago, and
remained a faithful member of the Brethren church until death. T h e r e are left to
mourn their loss, her husband, one son,
two daughters and one adopted daughter,
and four grandchildren. One son preceded
her to the spirit-world four years ago. T h e
funeral was held September 6, at the church
on the Sixth line, being conducted by the
brethren, William Klippert and Charles
Baker. T h e attendance of sympathizing
friends and neighbors was large. Interment in cemetery nearby. Text, Rev. xiv.
13, 14W e have lost our darling mother,
She has reached her home on high;
Only gone a while before us,
We shall meet her by and by. •
How we miss her loving counsel,
Active form and smiling face;
H o w she soothed our childhood troubles,
With her motherly embrace.
Nothing was too much for mother—
Ever ready to attend
To the loving circle round her,
Cheer and comfort and befriend.
Let us treasure up the lessons
That she taught us day by day,
Try to follow in her footsteps,
As we walk the narrow way.
Still our hearts will bleed with sorrow
When we see the vacant chair,
Stilled, the gentle tones that thrilled us
Mother is no longer there.
See that form of dazzling brightness,
Radiant with celestial bliss,
That is mother, who could wish her,
Back in such a wrorld as this?
—Appropriated from VISITOR of Aug. 18.

